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TITLE 13. LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

CHAPTER 20. ENFORCEMENT SERVICE 

SUBCHAPTER7. VEHICLE INSPECTION 


N.J.A.C. 0 13:20-7.1 

5 13:20-7.1Definitions 

The following words and term, when used in this subchapter, shall have the following meanings unless the con :xt 
clearly indicates otherwise. 

"Certificate of approval" means an inspection sticker issued by an official inspection facility, a licensed priva 
inspection facility, or a State specialty inspection facility certifying that a motor vehicle complies with the require ients 
of Title 39 and Title 26 of the Revised Statutes, N.J.A.C. 13:20-43,32 or 33, whichever is applicable, and N.J.A.( 
7:27-15 and 7:27B-5 regarding the inspection of motor vehicles. 

"Certificate of waiver" means an inspection sticker issued by an official inspection facility evidencing that a motor 
vehicle has successfullypassed a safety inspection but that the requirements of compliance with N.J.A.C. 13:20-43and 
the rules adopted by the Department of Environmental Protection pertaining to emission or OBD inspection standards 
have been waived by the Division for the particular inspectioncycle for which the waiver is granted. 

"Director" means the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Transportation in the State of 
New Jersey. 

"Division" means the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of Transportationin the State of New Jersey. 


"EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 


"Gross vehicle weight rating" or "GVWR" means the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum loaded 

weight of 1 single or combination(articulated) vehicle. 

"Official inspection facility" means a test-only inspection facility that the State Treasurer has contracted for 
pursuant to section 4 of P.L. 1995, c.112. 

"On-board diagnostics" or "OBD" means an automotive diagnostic system complying with California OBD 
regulations or EPA OBD I1 regulations effective for model year 1996 and newer motor vehicles. 

"Private inspection facility" means any person, partnership, or corporationlicensed by the Division pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 13:?',-44 to perform the motor vehicle inspections required by N.J.S.A. 3933-1. 

"State specialty inspection facility" means a test-only inspection facility that is operated by the Division to inspect 
certain motor vehicles as specified in N.J.A.C. 13:20-7.3(d). 

NOTES: 


HISTORY: 

New Rule, R.1999 d.422, effective December 6, 1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 31New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Administrativechange. 

See: 33 New Jersey Register 4388(a). 
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Amended by R.2003 d.206, effective May 19,2003. 

See: 34 New Jersey Register 2523(a), 35 New Jersey Register 2251(b). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. Q 13~20-7.2 

Q 13:20-7.2 Inspectionof motor vehicles; test frequency; exempt vehicles 

(a) Motor vehicles subject to inspection pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:8-1 shall be inspected on a biennial basis, except as 
otherwise provided by law or regulation. 

(b) The following vehicles, some of which may be subject to inspection under other provisions of law or regulation, 
shall be exempt from the inspection requirements of this subchapter. 

1. Historic motor vehicles registered pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:3-27.4; 

2. Collector motor vehicles; 

3. Motorizedbicycles; 

4. Farm tractors and traction equipment; 

5 .  Farm machinery and implements; 

6. Fire trucks having a GVWR of more than 8,500 pounds; 

7.In-transit construction equipmentregistered pusuant to N.J.S.A. 39:4-30; 

8. Diesel-heled motor vehicles having a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or more that are required to be inspected by the 
owner or lessee of the vehicle in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:20-26; 

9. Omnibuses having a seating capacity of 10 passengers or more which are subject to inspection by the Division's 
Commercial Bus Inspection and Investigation Unit; 

10. School buses which are subject to inspection by the Division's School Bus Inspection Unit in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 39:3B-18 et seq.; and 

11. Tactical military vehicles operated onFederal installations within this State. 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

New Rule, R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 3 1 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Amended by R.2001 d.358, effective October 15,2001. 

See: 33 New Jersey Register 1894(a), 33 New Jersey Register 3651(b). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. Q 13:20-7.3 
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Q .13:20-7.3 Inspection facilities 

(a) Motor vehicles subjectto inspection pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:8-1 shall have the inspection performed at an official 
inspectionfacility, a licensed private inspection facility, or a State specialty inspection facility, as provided in this 
section. 

(b) Official inspection facilities shall perform inspectionson automobiles, trucks, modified buses with a capacity of 
not more than 15 passengers which have been issued passenger, governmental, no fee, or commercial vehicle license 
plates by the Division, and motorcycles. Official inspection facilities shall not perform inspections on modified buses 
with a capacity of more than 15 passengers, school buses, buses which are subject to inspectionby the Division's 
Commercial Bus Inspection and InvestigationUnit, jitneys as defined in N.J.A.C. 13:20-44.2, or motor vehicles with 
elevated chassis height which are subject to inspection in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:20-37. 

(c) Licensed private inspection facilities shall perform inspectionson automobiles, trucks, buses (including 
modified buses regardless of passenger capacity which have been issued passenger, govemmental, no fee, or 
commercial vehicle license plates by the Division),jitneys as defined in N.J.A.C. 13:20-44.2, and motorcycles. 
Licensed private inspection facilities shall not perform inspectionson schoolbuses, buses which are subject to 
inspectionby the Division's Commercial Bus Inspection and InvestigationUnit, or motor vehicles with elevated chassis 
height which are subject to inspection in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:20-37. 

(d) State specialty inspection facilitiesshall perform inspections on motor vehicles with elevated chassis height 
which are subject to inspection in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:20-37, motor vehicles which are operated by 
handicapped persons and which have been modified at the direction of the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation Services so that such vehicles are fully controlledby specially designed mechanical 
devices for the handicapped, reconstructed vehicles as defined in N.J.A.C. 13:20-44.2, salvage motor vehicles which are 
subject to inspection in accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:21-22,modified buses regardless of passenger capacity which have 
been issued passenger, governmental, no fee, or commercia1vehicle license plates by the Division, any motor vehicle 
which the Director may require to be presented for inspection for auditing purposes, and any motor vehicle which has 
failed inspection at anofficial inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility which is presented for 
reinspectionby the owner or lessee thereof because he or she disputes the inspection failure. 

(e) Notwithstanding(d) above, following successll completionof inspection at a State specialty inspection facility, 
motor vehicles which are operated by handicapped persons and which have been modified at the direction of the New 
Jersey Department of Labor, Division of Vocational RehabilitationServices so that such vehicles are fully controlled by 
specially designed mechanical devices for the handicapped, reconstructed vehicles as defined in N.J.A.C. 13:20-44.2, 
and salvage motor vehicles which are subject to inspectionin accordance with N.J.A.C. 13:21-22 shall thereafter be 
inspected at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility. 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

New Rule, R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 31 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. Q 13~20-7.4 

Q 13:20-7.4Temporary authorizationcertificates;period of validity 
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(a) Whenever a motor vehicle, which has been previously registered other than on a temporary basis in a foreign 
jurisdiction, is initially registered in this State, the registrant thereof shall be issued a temporary authorizationcertificate. 
Such motor vehicle shall be presented for inspection at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection 
facility within 14 days of the date of issuance of the temporary authorization certificate. The motor vehicle shall 
thereafter be inspected on a biennial basis, except as otherwise provided by law or regulation. 

(b) Whenever a new motor vehicle, which has been purchased in a foreignjurisdiction and temporarily registered 
therein, is initially registered by the purchaser in this State, the registrant thereof shall be issued a temporary 
authorization certificate. Such motor vehicle shall be presented at the exit end of an official inspection facility for the 
issuance of a new motor vehicle inspection decal within 14 days of the date of issuance of the temporary authorization 
certificate. A new motor vehicle receiving a decal pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to inspection not later than 
two years fiom the last day of the calendar month in which the decal was issued for such motor vehicle, and the decal 
affied to such motor vehicle pursuant to this subsection shall so indicate. The motor vehicle shall thereafter be 
inspected on a biennial basis, except as otherwise provided by law or regulation. 

(c) Whenever a used motor vehicle, which has been purchased in this or any other State and which has affied 
thereto an unexpired New Jersey inspection certificate of approval or certificate of waiver, is initially registered by the 
purchaser in this State, the registrant thereof shall either: 

1. Present such motor vehicle for inspection at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility 
within 14 days of the date of issuance of the temporary authorizationCertificate. The motor vehicle shall thereafter be 
inspected on a biennial basis, except as otherwiseprovided by law or regulation; or 

2. Present such motor vehicle for inspection at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility 
no later than the expiration date of the New Jersey inspection certificate of approval or certificate of waiver affixed to 
the motor vehicle. The motor vehicle shall thereafter be inspected on a biennial basis, except as otherwiseprovided by 
law or regulation. 

(d) Whenever a used motor vehicle, which has been purchased in this or any other State and which does not have 
affixed thereto an unexpired New Jersey inspection certificate of approval or certificateof waiver, is initially registered 
by the purchaser in this State, the registrant thereof shall be issued a temporary authorizationcertificate. Such motor 
vehicle shall be presented for inspection at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility within 
14 days of the date of issuance of the temporary authorization certificate. The motor vehicle shall thereafter be inspected 
on a biennial basis, except as otherwise provided by law or regulation. 

(e) Whenever a used motor vehicle, which has oeen purchased in this State and which has affied thereto a 
collector motor vehicle windshield sticker issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:20-43.2(e), is initiallyregistered by the 
purchaser in this State, the windshield sticker shall be dee.lied void and the registrant thereof shall be issued a 
temporary authorizationcertificate and shall either: 

1. Present such motor vehicle for inspection at an official inspection facility or a licensed private inspection facility 
within 14 days of the date of issuance of the temporary authorizationcertificate if the registrant does not wish to retain 
the collector motor vehicle designation. The motor vehicle shall thereafter be inspected on a biennial basis, except as 
otherwise provided by law or regulation; or 

2. Present such motor vehicle to the Director or his or her ?:signee within 14 days of the date of issuance of the 
temporary authorizationcertificate and make application for designation as a collector motor vehicle in accordance with 
N.J.A.C. 13:20-43.2(c) through (h), inclusive. 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

Repeal and New Rule, R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 3 1 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Amended by R.2001 d.358, effective October 15,2001. 

See: 33 New Jersey Register 1894(a), 33 New Jersey Register 3651(b). 



Page 5 
N.J.A.C. 13:20-7.4 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. 0 13~20-7.5 

0 13:20-7.5 Adjustments, corrections, or repairs 

If a motor vehicle inspection as required by N.J.S.A. 39:8-1 discloses the necessity of adjustments,corrections, or 
repairs, it shall be incumbent upon the owner or lessee of such motor vehicle to have such adjustments, corrections, or 
repairs made and to present the motor vehicle for reinspection no later than the last day of the calendar month following 
the calendar month in which the motor vehicle was due for inspection, except as otherwise provided at N.J.A.C. 13:20
7.6(a). However, if an on-road inspection required by N.J.S.A. 3923-2 discloses the necessity of adjustments, 
corrections, or repairs, it shall be incumbent upon the owner or lessee of such motor vehicle to have such adjustments, 
corrections, or repairs made and to present the motor vehicle for reinspection within 30 days of the date of the on-road 
inspection rejection, except as otherwise provided at N.J.A.C. 13:20-7.6(a). 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

Recodified fi0mN.J.A.C. 13:20-7.1 and amended by R.1999 d.422, effective December 6, 1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 31New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. 0 13:20-7.6 

0 13:20-7.6 Immediaterepairs 

(a) When the nature of the defect(s) found at a motor vehicle inspection is such as to constitute a hazard to the public 
safety so as to require immediate repairs to such motor vehicle, such repairs shall be made and the motor vehicle 
presented for reinspection within 48 hours. 

(b) A defect which constitutes a hazard to the public safety so as to require immediate repairs to a motor vehicle 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

1. A motor vehicle with a rupture in the brake system; 

2. A motor vehicle with a service brake pedal that does not stop the motor vehicle when hl ly  depressed; 

3. A motor vehicle on which all headlights are inoperative; 

4. A motor vehicle on which all taillights are inoperative; 

5 .  A motor vehicle on which all stoplights are inoperative; 

6.A motor vehicle which has excessive looseness in its steering linkage wherein the steering wheel must make a 
complete revolution before there is a perceptible movement of the wheels; 

7. A motor vehicle with a broken ball joint(s), tie rod(s), or pitman arm; 
8. A motor vehicle with a broken suspensioncomponent wherein such condition interferes with the operation of the 

motor vehicle; 
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9. A motor vehicle with an exhaust leak and holes in the passenger compartment which permit exhaust gases to 
enter the passenger compartment; 

10. A motor vehicle with any part of the exhaust systempassing through the passenger compartment; 

11. A motor vehicle with a fuel leak in any part of the fuel system; 

12. A motor vehicle with a component of the he1 system which is in contact with a moving part of the motor 
vehicle; 

13. A motor vehicle with a tire(s) wherein the ply or cord is exposed and delaminating; 

14. A motor vehicle with a windshield which is so severely broken or shatteredas to substantiallyimpair the 
driver's vision; or 

15. A motor vehicle with window glazing which is damaged so that sharp edges of glass are exposed. 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

Recodified fr0mN.J.A.C. 13:20-7.2 and amended by R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 3 1 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. 9 13:20-7.7 

0 13:20-7.7 (Reserved) 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

Repealed by R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 3 1 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Chapter Note 

N.J.A.C. 0 13~20-7.8 

0 13:20-7.8 (Reserved) 

NOTES: 

HISTORY: 

Repealed by R.1999 d.422, effective December 6,1999. 

See: 31 New Jersey Register 2466(a), 31 New Jersey Register 4078(a). 

Chapter Note 


