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1 The within public comments made at the Public 
Hearing, in re, EPA Proposed Remedy at the Former 

2 Molycorp, Inc., reported by Susan Perkins, a Court 
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the 

3 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, was convened at the 
offices of the Municipality of Canton Township, 655 

4 Grover Avenue, Washington, Pennsylvania, on Monday, 
December 10, 2012, commencing at 6:58 p.m. 

5 

6 

7 APPEARANCES SUBMITTED: 

8 Paul Gotthold, Hearing Chairman, 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

9 

Andrew Clibanoff, United States Environmental 
1o Protection Agency 

11 Mark Lafferty, Chevron Products Company 

12 Chuck Whiteneck, Senior Real Estate Representative, 
Chevron 

13 

David G. Ries, Esq., Thorp, Reed & Armstrong 
14 

Cullen Flanders, ARCADIS, Chevron 
15 

Harlan G. Shober, Jr. 
16 Commissioner of Washington County 

100 West Beau St. 
17 Suite 702 

Washington, Pa 15301 
18 724-288-6720 

19 Gary Barber, Jr., P.E., Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation 

20 

Joshua Zakovitch, Local Project Manager 
21 Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

825 North Gallatin Avenue 
22 Uniontown, Pa 15401 

724-439-7157 
23 

(Appearances continue on Page 3.) 
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Vincent P. Ley, P.E. 
3 Washington County Planning Commission 

100 West Beau Street 
4 Suite 700 

Washington, Pa 15301 
5 724-228-6811 

6 Joe Bonetti 

7 Theresa Mancuso 
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(Whereupon, the within proceedings 

were convened as follows) : 

MR. SHOBER: Harlan Shober, Jr., 

County Commissioner. 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry, I can't 

hear you. If you can stand and give me your 

name, please? 

MR. SHOBER: Harlan Shober. 

THE REPORTER: Spell the last name, 

please. 

MR. SHOBER: S-h-o-b-e-r. One of the 

big concerns we have now is trying to get the 

bridge work done. We are going back through 

the environmental studies, because we've been 

delayed and delayed on these things. We've 

done the environmental clean-up as stated here 

at the bridge site. I guess I'm kind of 

wondering why we're going back through 

gyrations to get this thing moving. The bridge 

has been down for four years. We'd like to get 

it moving. And I guess PennDOT can talk about 

that. We are going through more studies right 

now? 
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: There's no 

more studies. 

MR. SHOBER: Where are we at right 

now? I'd like to make sure there's no more 

road blocks so we can get the bridge put back 

in place. 

MR. BARBER: My name is Gary Barber 

with PennDOT and that's Josh Zakovitch, the 

Project Manager. As you said, this project has 

been around for a long time. We are nearly 

through the last little -- few last steps we 

need to take on the environmental stuff. 

Because there is the potential for hazardous, 

contaminated soil, we have to make sure that 

the guys doing the construction are safe. We 

have to get these final clearances. 

Just as an example, just so you know 

what happens if we don't do this. We had a 

project where we didn't know there was 

contaminated soil in the area. When the 

construction guys went out, they started to dig 

and they detected an odor. We had to shut the 

project down and bring a special team in to 

train all these guys. So a few more little 

things cleared up front and we're good to go. 

Page 5 

WWW.PGHDEPO.COM POWERS GARRISON & HUGHES 412-263-2088 

i ~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Just so you know, we have committed 

to fast tracking this project. And our plan is 

to have it out to construction early late 

spring, early summer of next year. 

yourself. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's fine. 

THE REPORTER: Please identify 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I think the 

question was if we were cleaning everything up 

and doing all the environment, had we already 

done that area. We're just making sure. We 

were trying to be safe to the credit of these 

guys. They were trying to work with us. It 

just seems we need to keep moving. 

MR. SHOBER: There's a lot of 

pressure from a lot of people and the fire 

department to get it open for safety reasons. 

MR. BARBER: What it is is, this 

project before -- like we had said, we should 

be doing environmental. Since it's taken so 

long, there's some things with the DEP, they 

changed some of the regulations. So we just 

have a few more small hoops to jump through and 

we are there. Do you have anything to add, 

Josh? 
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MR. ZAKOVITCH: We are doing another 

study out there. We are compiling information 

that's been done in the environmental covenant 

and just putting it into an easier way for 

PennDOT to review it down in the central 

office. That's basically all we're asking for 

the designer to do. And once that is done, 

we're going to review it. I don't think 

there's going to be too much of a change of the 

report. It's all, I think, already been 

approved by the DEP, so it's pretty much a 

formality. 

MR. SHOBER: Thank you. 

MR. LEY: Vincent Ley, L-e-y. And 

that was the County's concern as well. I guess 

we just had a level of frustration with the 

process, but the Department of Transportation 

has their criteria and things they have to do 

in order to be able to move forward. And 

apparently the project started years ago and 

all of this I guess didn't coming to light 

until, you know, the last number of years. And 

that's where we are at now. So they're 

summarizing it and we are just hopeful we can 

go ahead and get that going here in the 
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springtime. 

MR. GOTTHOLD: Sir, if there's 

anything we can do to help that process, grab 

one of those fax sheets. Andy's e-mail and 

phone number are on there, and we'd be glad to 

help, and I'm sure Mark would be too. 

MR. CLIBANOFF: Anybody else have 

any questions? Comments? 

THE FLOOR: I guess I have a 

question. 

THE REPORTER: You need to stand and 

identify yourself. 

MS. MANCUSO: Theresa Mancuso. 

THE REPORTER: Spell the last name. 

MS . MANCUSO : . M-a-n-c-u-s-o. Do they 

allow hunting, Chevron, on that property? 

MR. LAFFERTY: I denied the request 

and we've actually put up more No Hunting 

signs. 

MS. MANCUSO: It's right in our back 

yard and sometimes I see the hunters coming. 

MR. LAFFERTY: And the ATV's. 

MS. MANCUSO: Right. 

MR. LAFFERTY: It's a continuum to 

manage the property. 
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MS. MANCUSO: Thank you. 

MR. CLIBANOFF: Anybody else? 

MR. BONETTI: Joe Bonetti, 

B-o-n-e-t-t-i. At this point are all the 

environment monitoring done or are all the 

monitoring wells closed, has the water 

treatment plant been removed and 

decommissioned? 

MR. LAFFERTY: We'll start with the 

latter. The water treatment plant has been 

removed. The wells have not been destroyed 

pending the results of actually this meeting, 

the statement of basis and getting final EPA 

approval. So as soon as we do and go through 

the rest of the public comment period when the 

EPA has a final determination, and they send us 

a letter, then we'll move ahead aggressively 

and destroy those monitoring wells. 

There is no ground well monitoring 

ongoing. We met that requirement, the 

post-remedial monitoring period I believe was 

one year for the radiological monitoring and 

two years ferrocolumbium. That's been 

successfully completed. 

MR. CLIBANOFF: It's been through 
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eight rounds of ground water monitoring. We've 

seen a downward trend. The source has been 

removed. We don't expect levels to go up. We 

only expect them to go down, and it's not 

impacting the creek. So we don't really see a 

need to monitor any longer. 

Anybody else? 

MR. GOTTHOLD: Well, Andy and I are 

certainly at your pleasure, we'll be around 

here. And I'm sure Mark will be around too if 

something occurs. And with that, I'll close 

the formal part of this hearing at 7:05. And 

thank you all for coming out today. 

(The proceedings were concluded at 7:05p.m.) 
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