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February 13, 2003

Robert W. Varmey
Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1

One Congress Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114-2023

Dear Mr. Vamey:

In response to your May 1, 2003 request, I am writing to recommend that the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designate Massachusetts as
“attainment/unclassifiable” under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for fine
particulate matter (also known as PM2.5).

This recommendation is based on EPA’s April 2003 guidance, indicating that the
“attainment/unclassifiable” designation is appropriate for areas where monitors have
insufficient data, but where the data that is available supports attainment of the standards.
A summary table showing the levels of fine particulate matter in Massachusetts is
attached to this letter.

To improve data collection, the Department of Environmental Protection filed a plan with
your office detailing the steps that are being taken to improve future data capture.
Massachusetts is committed to improving data capture in the coming year to ensure
accurate evaluation of air quality in the Commonwealth.

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage EPA to work with upwind non-
attainment areas in reducing their fine particulate matter emissions, not only for the
health of their residents, but also the health of residents in the Commonwealth. Much of
the fine particulate matter measured in Massachusetts originates from sources outside the
Commonwealth. Even at concentrations meeting the current standards, fine particulate
matter contributes to acid rain and haze problems and affects the health of our citizens.
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To better protect public health and the environment, as well as to ensure room for
continued economic growth in Massachusetts and a level playing field for our economy,
the federal government and other states must bear a fair share of the responsibility for
controlling pollution. Massachusetts will continue to aggressively control its sources of
fine particulate matter into the future through a variety of programs.

If you require further information in support of this recommendation, please contact
Commissioner Robert Golledge at the Department of Environmental Protection
(617.292.5856). An electronic copy of this material is also being provided to your staff.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important issue. Ilook forward to
continuing to work with you to improve environmental quality in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. ' '

Sincerely,

=

Mitt Romney
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