Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Environmental Protection Division ¢ Air Protection Branch
4244 International Parkway e Suite 120 ¢ Atlanta « Georgia 30354

404/363-7000 e Fax: 404/363-7100
Noel Holcomb, Commissioner
Carol A. Couch, Ph.D., Director

February 16, 2005

Beverly Bannister

Director

Air, Pesticides, and Toxics Management Division
U.S. EPA, Region 4

161 Forsyth Street, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

Re: PM, ;s Nonattainment Area Designations
Submission of 2004 Data and Request for
Change of Designation Status

Dear Ms. Bannister:

On January 5, 2005, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated
designations for the new Fine Particle National Ambient Air Quality Standard (PM2.5). Section VIII
of this final rule permits states to submit complete, quality assured, certified data to EPA by February
22, 2005, that suggests that a change of designation status is appropriate for any area within that state
(70 FR 948). Attached is an AQS Quicklook report that contains the complete, quality assured,
certified 2004 PM2.5 data for three monitors in Georgia: Athens, UGA-Food Science Bldg. (Site ID
130590001); Columbus, County Health Dept. (Site ID 132150001); and Columbus, Cusseta Rd.
School (Site ID 132150011).

The Athens 2004 Arithmetic Mean was 14.3 p,g/mz’, resulting in a 2002-2004 design value of 14.7
pg/m’. Georgia EPD therefore requests that the PM2.5 designation contained in the January 5, 2005,
Federal Register notice for Clarke County be withdrawn and that U.S. EPA issue another designation
that reflects the inclusion of the 2004 data with a designation status of Unclassifiable/Attainment for
Clarke County.

The Columbus County Health Department 2004 Arithmetic Mean was 14.6 pg/m’, resulting in a
2002-2004 design value of 14.4 pg/m’. The Columbus Cusseta Road 2004 Arithmetic Mean was
13.2 wg/m’, resulting in a 2002-2004 design value of 14.0 pg/m’. On December 20, 2004, Georgia
EPD submitted a revised PM 2.5 spatial averaging plan for the Columbus/Phenix City area to EPA for
review and approval. Alabama Department of Environmental Management has submitted a similar
revised plan. Based on the complete, quality assured, certified 2004 PM2.5 data at the Columbus
Health Department and Phenix City (Russell County), Alabama sites, the spatially averaged 2002-
2004 arithmetic average is 15.0 p,g/m3, which demonstrates attainment with the PM2.5 NAAQS. (The
Columbus Cusseta Road PM2.5 monitor remains in attainment with the PM2.5 NAAQS.) Georgia
EPD therefore requests U.S. EPA approve the revised PM2.5 spatial averaging plan and that the
PM2.5 designation contained in the January 5, 2005, Federal Register notice for Muscogee County be
withdrawn and that U.S. EPA issue another designation that reflects the inclusion of the 2004 data
with a designation status of Unclassifiable/Attainment for Muscogee County. It is very important for
EPA to act positively on our proposed spatial averaging plans as soon as possible, so that the final
designations in April reflect the current attainment status in that area.
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Following is a summary of the 2002 through 2004 PM2.5 data for the three monitors included in this

" request.
2002 Arithmetic | 2003 Arithmetic | 2004 Arithmetic 2002-4 Design

Site Mean (pg/m>) Mean (pg/m’) Mean (pg/m>) Value (pug/m?)
Athens 15.0 14.3 14.8 14.7
Columbus Health 14.2 14.5 14.6 14.4
Department
Columbus 15.8 13.8 13.2 14.0
Cusseta Road

Under separate cover and before February 22, we will also be submitting additional information to
you regarding Catoosa and Walker Counties and an alternate partial county recommendation for

Putnam County.

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact me at (404) 363-7016 or Jimmy

Johnston at (404) 363-7014.

RM:jpj

c: Kay Prince, U.S. EPA

Jimmy Johnston
Jim Kelly

Susan Zimmer-Dauphinnee

attachments

Air Protection Branch
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