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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

December 27,2000 

OFFICE OF 
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES 
AND TOXIC SUBST ANCES 

- I. (} ! ~ 

~7 
Becker Underwood, Inc. 
6526 Fairlawn Drive 
McLean, VA 22101 

Attention: Ms. Catherine B. Rice 

SUbject Tree Guard 
EPA Reg. No. 66676-1 
Your submissions of August 22 and October 13, 2000 
Our telephone conversation of December 26, 2000 

In the above submissions you submitted two revised Confidential Statements of Formula 
(CSF), a "Basic Formulation" and an "Alternative Formulation", and a revised label. Our 
comments on these items follow: 

Label review Submit one (I) copy of final printed labeling with the following changes before 
you release the product for shipment: 

1. On the Front Panel, under "Tree Guard®, revise the text under your 
product name as follows: 

Deer repellent for reduction of feeding by deer on 
CONIFERS AND DECIDUOUS, NON-BEARING TREES, SHRUBS. 

FLOWERS, AND OTHER ORNAMENTAL PLA"!TS. 

2. Put "Denatonium Benzoate." in front of the chemical name in the 
ingredient statement. Do not use '·or". 
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3. Format your text to distinguish clearly between "Headings" and 
"Subheadings", as you had done in labeling accepted July II, 2000: 

a. Begin use directions as follows: 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE 
It is a violation ... its labeling. 

b. Begin your "PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS" as follows: 

PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS 
HAZARDS TO HUMANS AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

c. Begin "STORAGE AND DISPOSAL" section as follows: 

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL 
Storage: Store only in original container, in a dry place 
inaccessible to children and pets. KEEP FROM FREEZING. 

4. Bold "Do not apply aerially." 

5. Bold and underline "CLEAN APPLICATION EQUIPMENT 
IMMEDIATELY BEFORE SPRAY DRIES." 

According to our December 26, 2000, telephone conversation, Becker now 
considers its 6 component formula dated March 20, 2000, which was acceptable, 
as the "Basic Fonnula" and has withdrawn its 5 component formula.. All other 
versions are obsolete. 

You will have six (6) months to use up existing stocks of previously approved 
labeling. 

This registration will be subject to cancellation in accordance with FIFRA sec. 
6( e) if you do not comply with these conditions. Your release for shipment of 
the product bearing the amended labeling constitutes acceptance of these 
conditions. 

A stamped copy of the labeling is enclosed for your records. 
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EPA Contact If you have questions about this letter, please contact me at 703-305-5407 (by 
phone), 703-305-6596 (by fax), or peacock,dan@epa,gov (by E-Mail). 

Enclosure 

Letter filed 

I. Stamped label 

Sincerely, 

N 
Daniel Peacock, Biologist 
Insecticide-Rodenticide Branch 
Registration Division (7504C) 

2. Minimum Type Sizes for Final Printed Labels 

Disk45,A:\Bitrex\66676-1 Dec,wpdDec 27, 2000 
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REPELLEo"'t 

)-0 ,,) 
Use on conifers and deciduous, non,'rultbearlng 

trees, shrubs, flowers and other ornamental plants 

ACTIVE INGREDIENT: 
Oenatonlum benzoate or Benzyldlethyl 1(2,6 xylyl carbamoyl) methyl] 

ammonium benzoate 
OTHER INGREDIENTS 

Total .. 

.. 0.200,.\. 

.99.SO% 

.100.00% 

• Contains 0.017 lbs. (7.76 g) active ingredient (also known as Bitrex) per gallon. 

EPA Reg. No. 66676-1 EPA Est 67064-IA-001 
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TREE GUARD® Deer Repellent 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE: Ii IS a v;o\,h)r; (.' f.",j8rJ_1 I;)'il fe 'Isr; this prNluct i'l a manner jntDf)sistf"'lt willi 

its labeling. 

USE RESTRICTIONS: TI);S preduct "nay be :Jscd \(. di~r,()Llfau() (ler,' (OrfoC(1i!O!!:; spp.! from fccrling (j'i 

shrubs, ornamental plants. C'r;nifc,s, and 'lo'lb:::a,i:,g dcr;iduous trees, Usc this Drodllct only at ;lmbiCllt 
lemporatufC.lS between 4(JT dl1(1 <111"F V·i'~rr(>. deer prC"SllrfJ is high, (.(I11$'der allier abatement options 
including fencIng. Do not lise GPo Iced Ci ff;B,i uop~. Do not apply aenaily. Do net apply product \llroUg i) 

Ciny type of imgation system or he')(! P~G:'.0-:'orer ;w,,:;catcr. Do not apply directly 10 or where preQuct 
might drifl onto stone, cnncrotr: (1r ~"he; i3S s:a:',:ng PI!'Jht occur, TREE GUARD' has been tested on 
many species of omamcnl;,: p!;:p;t::- Br>d '5 beLeved not 10 be generaiiy phytotoxic, Nevertheless, It 
is advisahle 10 test tIle rrc'rl'J(:1 lin tY;'i'S (,~ p!a:1!'; ti!iJI might be (;Srecial!y s('1sit!vc by treating E1'1d 
observing small portions of j~e D1,i';,' :::,,1\1'(' ~·P)!.'rlf! 1110 r;rL1;.'(? pi;lIll 

APPLICATION DIRECTIONS: T~lIS ;::':<.i,l(., ''!- '''ad)-I' ··.I~-(~ ,l!ld s'1f)u1d ntll be diluted, Shake conlail1f'f 

w(!l1 /)1110f(, ll:;inq pm{jIlC\ {I,pply TIl.f:F C;UA,':[: '1":1:, ;-', ,,', ,"'1 [ll!' :',q.II_,'''(! Ir!!l~1f'r (lPf,li'~Zlt()r II the con· 
tZliner lacks J squcl~(f) \!IOqtJ:. IrJ!1~b u'0,Llcl \() <"\y :'I! j\:;'~ype :;rJ:d'l~)1 cqu;rp::'d W',!:l;1 C(1ne or rm fall 
nonle Adjust 110llll] 10 (11",_\,'1 I,~\'er. ('O'll'.rcU'.' i>,f'p'y ,-:y Ii) dl'l p',"],I\,-; 11I'llel :ii':',lY tip " I',) 2 feel fro~I 

plants to he treated and $!~;ilY ~e8Ve3 "',"'(';:1'~; ~Ji1d'>; ',)';(.lie5 and hln<s SUbject to brovl5mg by d~er 
Thoroughly wet treated surfnces b~;: de 'let a:T':Y ~n [,'I,; r·oint of signit:cont soray rU'1-off, For small S;lfU~';: 
such as global artmfv:\,l(, iO·ir :"'1: flopo'>:'m.:rllo:] -1·5 plants C;)(l be HOJlr;rj vi::h thr; conte~ts of ~ 
j.qUilrt container less pl(;i}lI"l 1':' ',l'lt h~ nc('rl(;li for tlcal;ll~l S!flJ,IIr'r vI' Ic~s r!0rlSCI'y k'lli,ltcd 
p\;lr,\~, l<lrqer, 11I~'1Vily l(1il,)\I"II' ,II ".' 1:1,1\: r :11l'Cliflb nll'Ioriw,t n'.':'C.)1 1"-',III,:I,:lh ,I dr;u 
d,lll1f!ge reSUlnes, for l)cslll''i;(I'~ ': 1,'-- ',III Ii! : dlll:( PI" 1t,<,1 j",' I illl'[ I.', <lIIP">::,:1 1.:11 
IIJliilge ill :.;(.'11110 (;II;;j!1 ;lp;h-;IIC' "'; :-'~'(' ''''I';'' "r,:y ll1;folc ",pr;IY did", 

PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS: HAZARDS TO HIJ!.1M~S AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 
CAUTION: HarmtJI If (jt):,v~)i;.-j ~~'I ;'::i'l', ,:,': ~:"'-!'l ;'.::,;,11 CO'l(<!r/ ',':;I"l (~yw" s'.in Of r::C\;l;!l~!, \f!;i$i' 

thorougll!Y Wltl1 soap <.111d ,.';"i~~: "~,,, 

LX2 5 TG·[l ~ID(1 

FIRST AID 
Have label With you when obtaining treatment advice. 

If OIl skin • T,1ke eff contaminated c,lothmg. 
or (;iOtl1:!lg • R!ll5fl5ki~) immediately Will) plerlty 01 wntm 10r 15·1.0 !!lill 

• Call a pOiso!) contml conter or doctor for tWi1lmer.t adVice. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS: 00 not ()Pp~y (!irectiy 10 w()ler, 10 areas where surface water is presQ'll 
or to irltertlr.ai areas bsiow the mCi1n lliq!l water mar~. Do not c:ean eqUIpment or r!ispO~9 of equinmcrlt 
'NBS') w81r.rs in a :n,FY1G~ thi1t Wi!; contamTrmle water resourCes or arable !GPd, 

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL: KEEP FROM FREEZING 
Storage: Store 011y 1'1 crig:nal container, in a dry place inaccessible to c!1i!drel; <lcd pets 8t temper2tll'eS 
;\hovc fl(,(!linq 

Pr<'lluGt Oispmwl: ~ViIS\r.S res\Jlting from Ihe Ilse of this nroduct nVly be t!t·;oo:1.t)d of 011 site o' ct ;!<l 

;I;'~\'ovcd ·.·1,1~!'; ILC:I",1:'<,,' filcIl'ly. 

Contl1iner OispoS<1\: 1)0 1h.)11r.1I';'~ empty COr1\n nc' f(ins~ !horol1gh:y ,m(] wrap In sever,ll 'ilyers of news· 
r';ll'I~: br:f{n~ d'",-<,d 1'] '" \~83t) 

NOTICE: [3;;C~,<Jr U~'de'\'lood. Inc, ma~es 1'0 express or implied warrantios of fitness Dr ffiNCha!1tabi;ity 
or 8ny other :cld wrnlsoever. except that the product conforms to the speCifications on tl~(l18bcl, 3ec~sr 
U!ld(lr.'mccl, Inc's r,,--:',! P;\bihty 011 ti18 warrnnty is limited, at Becker Underwood's option, to r8placem011t 
111 \h(~ rirfr.('\1Vo p'wi 1(1')" r{,I\If') Ilf Ihe plln:hAse pr:ce p;vl for the 
ri, ,\",'t,vo \ Ir'ld~IC\ I j<,rJ,-;! il~\ ,'I'C!l'iIS\;1I10').'i ~'!lll\l Dnc~cr \Jnd(~r't/ol)rl. 

111(:. i;c. :;,1iJ'r I,y ,'v;,,~','l\d', t(;:l~;,~qll(1llt'a!!)f 8pecldl damages. The 
Il'.Iyw i1sr,II'Ij[':, :f' 'i;~'; i)r:d !1;l!Jiilty resulting frum the lise 01 t'lis 
iY'JduCL w"le!:)f]' :J"i'!! :-wq:y or:'1 the combinalion with ether gcods 
[jr·(i:(!r lhd8r"/C0~l !'1'': neit!){;r iissumcs, nor a;J\lw"ims ilny perSOll 

\(' ;1.:;';,'PiK' fer ,t <111 (.lir.v[ li3tJ!y ;.'1 confwct:on \,,Iitll Ihe sfl'c \.if use 
Of Hlis prod:)') 7 3 
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Becker Un' E! Clodl'nc. '01 ayton Ave PO Box 'Ames, IA 50010 uSA www.treeguard·deer.com 
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