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PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS 
HAZARD TO HUMANS AND 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

DANGER 
Sodium cyanide may be fatal if swallowed or inhaled. Use 
only with adequate ventilation and do not breathe the gas or 
dust. When handling, setting out or checking M-44 cyanide 
capsules, always have at least six pearls of Amyl-Nitrite 
readily available in case sodium cyanide is swallowed or 
inhaled. 

While handling sodium cyanide capsules, protect hands with 
gloves and shield eyes to prevent eye burns and skin irritation. 
Wash thoroughly before eating or smoking. 

Do not use in areas frequented by humans or domestic dogs. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS 

This pesticide is TOXIC TO WILDLIFE. Keep out of lakes, 
ponds or streams. Do not contaminate water by cleaning of 
equipment or disposing of wastes. The M-44 ejector device 
may not be used in areas inhabited by endangered can ids 
and feUds. 

CHEMICAL HAZARDS 

Contact with acid liberates poisonous and flammable 
hydrogen cyanide gas. 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE 
It is a violation of Federal law to USB this product in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling. 

For use in specific $ituations to reduce arctic fox that 
depredate Federally designated threatened or endangered 
specie~. For use in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska only. Do 
not place in areas where food crops are planted. Do not 
use within 200 feet of the median high tide. 

IMPORTANT - Before handling or placing M-44 cyanide 
capsules or M-44 ejector devices, consult the Use 
Restriction Bulletin for specific use directions, additional 
pracaut;ons, information on endangered species, warning 
signs and antidotal measures. 

WARNING SIGNS - Bilingual (Spanish/English) warning 
signs must be posted in the general area and at the 
application site. 

I: \d.~h \pestcdlstrych \.J lfp t9R .pm6 

~/ RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDe--
DUE TO INHALATION HAZARD TO HUMANS AND THE NEED 

FOR HIGHLY SPECIALIZED APPLICATOR TRAINING 

For retflil S(lle ill1d dlstrlblJllonlO flnd use ollly by Certified Applicators who 
haVf! taken the reqUired ddditional training to use M·44 Sodium Cyanide 
Cilp:~lJ(es in 1\.'1 ·14 ejectflr units, and for whom the registront assumes a 
slJp{,rvisory r(\i(' with n:~;I'l]cl \0 the use of thi~; product. 

M-44 CYANIDE CAPSULES 
Arctic Fox 

For use in the M-44 cJector device to control arctic fox (A/apex 
/agapus) that depredate Federall\' designated threatened or 
endangered species in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska. 

ACTIVE INGREDIENT: 
Sodium Cyanide ... 

INERT INGREDIENTS:. 
TOTAL: 

..91.06% 
" .8.94% 

.. 100.00% 

KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN 
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STATEMENT OF PRACTICAL TREATMENT 
IF SWALLOWED CALL A PHYSICIAN OR POISON 

CONTROL CENTER IMMEDIATELY! 
IF SWALLOWED OR INHALED· Promrt treatment is of the utmost 
ImporliHlcC. C"frY pdtlcnt to fresh air, hClve hlln lir: dllwn. PnCiellt should 
breathe the con'''llts of <ill AOlyl Nitrite p{~'lrl 15·30 seconds e,ich rnHlutc if 
neces~;ary, lmtil h·fl pearlc, IhlVC been u~,ed. Use artificial respiration if breathing 
has ~;t\)pped. Rf:11 ,ove cnntdrnlnated clothing, but k.eep pillient warm. 
CAll A PHYSIC'AN IMMEOIATEl Y. 
IF ON SKIN - lillil'l~dldtcly 11L1~;h With picnty of Willf!r 
IF IN EYES - flllIII,:dlilTdy fhdl with p!(~nty of w,IWr, ,Ind CdU <I physlciall. 
SEE LEFT SIDE PANELS FOR ADDITIONAL PRECAUTIONARY 
STATEMENTS 

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL 

STORAGE: Store M-44 cyanide capsules under lock and 
key in a dry place away from food, domestic animals and ~ 
acids. Do not contaminate feed or food stuffs. . -
DISPOSAL: Dispose of defective and used M-44 capsules 
by burial in a safe location in the field or at a proper landfiff 
sIte. 

Incineration may be used instead of burial for disposal of 
used capsules. Place capsules in an incinerator or refuse 
hole and attend the burn until the contaminated material is 
completely consumed. If burned, stay out of smoke. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CONSIDERATIONS 

Use of this product is prohibited in areas where such use 
might jeopardize the continued existence of endangered 
species. Contact the local office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to determine the locations of habitats occupied by 
an endangered species which may be put at risk by use of 
thi1:i product. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-32., 
June 2,1998 

., , 

Use of the M-44 device shall conform to all applicable Federa', 3(a~e, and local laws 
and regulations. 

2. Applicators shall be subject to such other regulations and res+r'c~i')ns as may be 
prescribed from time-to-time by the U.S. Environmental Protec~;(,r; Agency ;EPAl. 

3. Each applicator of the M-44 device shall be trained in: (1) safe handling of the 
capsules and device, (2) proper use of the antidote kit, (3) proper placer"""t of the 
device, and (4) necessary record keeping. 

4. M-44 devices and sodium cyanide capsules shall not be sold or transferred to, or 
entrusted to the care of any person not supervised or monitored, bV the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Wildlife Services (WS) program or any 
agency not working under an WS cooperative agreement. 

5. The M-44 device shall only be used to take arctic fox suspected of preying on 
Federally designated threatened or endangered species. 

6. The M-44 device shall not be used solely to take animals for the value of their fur. 

7 The M-44 device shall only be used on or within 7 miles of a ranch unll or allotment 
\';here losses due to predation by wild canids are occurring or where losses can. be 
reasonably expected to occur based upon recurrent prior experience of predation on 
tht: riJnch lJnit or allotment. Full documentation of livestor:k depredation, Including 
eVidence that such losses were caused by wild canids, will be reqUired before 
applications of the M-44 are undertaken. This use restriction IS not applicable when 
wild canids are controlled to protect Federally designated threatened or endangered 
species or are vectors of a communicable disease. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

The M-44 device shall not be used: (1) In areas within national forests or other 
Federal lands set aside for recreational use, (2) areas where exposure to the public 
and family and pets is probable. (3) in prairie dog towns, or, 14) except for the 
protection of federally designated threatened or endangered species, in National and 
State Parks; National or State Monuments; federally designated wilderness areas; 
and wildlife refuge areas. 

The M-44 device shall not be used in areas where federally listed threatened or 
endangered animal species might be adversely affected. Each applicator shall be 
issued a map, prepared by or in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
which clearly indicates such areas. 

One person other than the individual applicator shall have knowledge of the exact 
placement location of all M-44 devices in the field. 

-----_ ........ ------------ -_._-_ .... _. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-32 
June 2,1998 

In areas where more than one governmental agency is authorized to pla~e 1'11-44 
devices, the agencies shall exchange placement information and other rele'Jant facts 
to ensure that the maximum number of M-44's allowed is no( excp.eded. 

The M-44 device shall not be placed within 200 feet of any lake; strean" or other 
body of water, provided that natural depression areas which caten.and nold rainfall 
only for short periods of time shall not be considered "bodies ot water" for purposes 
of this restriction. 

The M-44 device shall not be placed in areas where food crops are plantbu. 

The M-44 device shall be placed at least at a 50-foot distance or at such a greater 
distance from any public road or pathway as may be necessary to remove it from 
the sight of persons and domestic animals using any such public road or pathway. 

The maximum density of M-44's placed in any 100 acre pasture land dreas shall not 
exceed 10; and the density in any 1 square mile of open range shall not exceed 12. 

No M-44 device shall be placed within 30 feet of a livestock carcass used as a draw 
station. No more than four M-44 devices shall be placed per drdw station and no 
more than five draw stations shall be operated per square mile. 

Supervisors of applicators shall check the records, warning signs, and M-44 deVices 
of each applicator at least once a year to verify that all applicable laws. regulations. 
and restrictions are being strictly followed. 

Each M-44 device shall be inspected at least once every week, weather permitting 
access, to check for interference or unusual conditions and shall be serViced as 
required. 

19. Damaged or nonfunctional M-44 devices shall be removed from the field. 

20. An M-44 device shall be removed from an area if, after 30 days, there is no sign 
that a target predator has visited the site. 

21 . All persons authorized to possess and use sodium cyanide capsules and M-44 
devices shall store such capsules and devices under lock and key. 

22. Used sodium cyanide capsules shall be disposed of by deep burial or at a proper 
landfill site. Incineration may be used instead of burial for disposal. Place the 
capsules in an incinerator or refuse hole and burn until the capsules are completely 
consumed. Capsules may be incinerated using either wood or diesel fuel. 

23. Bilingual warning signs in English and Spanish shall be used in all areas containing 
M-44 devices. All such signs shall be removed when M-44 devices are removed. 



a. 

b. 

24. 

25. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-32 
June 2,1998 

Main entrances or commonly used access points to areas in which M-4d of-vises are 
set shall be posted with warning signs to alert the public to the toxic nature of the 
cyanide and to the danger to pets. Signs shall be inspected "eskl\! to ensure their 
continued presence and ensure that they are conspicuous anc' Ipa'ble. 

An elevated sign shall be placed within 25 feet of each indiviuu11 011-44 Jevice 
warning persons not to handle the device. 

Each authorized or licensed applicator shall carry an antidote kit on his pe":;o, when 
placing and/or inspecting M-44 devices. The kit shall contain at least six roeurls of 
amyl nitrite and instructions on their use. Each authorized or licensed applicator 
shall also carryon his person instructions for obtaining medical assistance in the 
event of accidental exposure to sodium cyanide. 

In all areas where the use of the M-44 device is antiCipated. local medical people 
shall be notified of the intended use. This notification may be through a poison 
control center, local medical society, the Public Health Service, or directly to a 
doctor or hospital. They shall be advised of the antidotal and first-aid measures 
required for treatment of cyanide poisoning. It shall be the responsibility of the 
supervisor to perform this function. 

Each authorized M-44 applicator shall keep records dealing ',';ith the placement of 
the device and the results of each placement. Such recorus shall include, but need 
not be limited to: 

J. The number of devices placed. 
b. The location of each device placed. 
c. The date of each placement, as well as the date of each inspection. 
d. The number and location of deVices which have been discharged and the 

apparent reason for each discharge. 
e. Species of animals taken. 
f. All accidents or injuries to humans or domestic animals. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
Riverdale, MD 20737-1237 
June 2, 1998 
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