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PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS 
HAZARD TO HUMANS AND 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

DANGER 
Sodium cyanide may be fatal if swallowed or inhaled. Use 
only with adequate ventilation and do not breathe the gas or 
dust. When handling, setting out or checking M-44 cyanide 
capsul( s, always have at least six pearls of Amyl-Nitrite 
readily available in case sodium cyanide is swallowed or 
inhaled. 

While handling sodium cyanide capsules, protect hands with 
gloves and shield eyes to prevent eye bums and skln irritation. 
Wash thoroughly before eating or smoking. 

Do not use in areas frequented by humans or domestic dogs. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZAROS 

This pesticide is TOXIC TO WILDLIFE. Keep out of lakes, 
ponds or streams. Do not contaminate water by cleaniflg 01 
equipment or disposing of wastes. The M-44 ejector ,device 
may not be used in areas inhabited by endangered ccmids 
and felids. 

CHEMICAL HAZARDS 

Contt:Jct with acid liberates poisonous and flammable 
hydrogen cyanide gas. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSIDERATIONS 

Use of this product is prohibited in areas where such use 
might jeopardize the continued existence of endangered 
species. Contact the local office of the U.S. Fish end WUdlife 
Service to determine the locations of habitats occupied by 
any endangered species listed below which occur in or near 
the intended area of product use. 

Florida Panther 

Do not use this product witt:Jn :'0 ~ ihs ot t'le boundary of 
any federal or state lands (e.g., National vVlldlife Refuges, 
national Parks, National preserves, State Parks, State 
preserves, State Wildlife Management Areas, etc.) and Indian 
Reservations tr~'3l ;>rC:J1cfe suita\::]e Flotida pan~he' habitat 
south of Charlon~:GI~oe-", ~nd ~~art(1) ':oU!;ties. f-Iorida. 

SEE REAR PANEL FOR ADDlllONAl ENDANGERED 
SPECIES CONSIDERATIONS 

1:\dsb\ws\pestcd'M-44\-15apr9~.pm6 

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDe-
DUE TO INHALATION HAZARD TO HUMANS AND THE NEED 

FOR HIGHLY SPECIALIZED APPLICATOR TRAINING 

For rdwl siile ,Ii J Jlslril)uilcJII to dnti use uilly by Certified Apl--llicutors who 
have wken th': reqUired ddcltional training to use M·44 Sodium Cyanide 
Capsules in M-d4 ejector Uilits, and for whom USDA-APHIS assumes a 
supervisory rol •. with resp(~ct to the lise of this product. 

M-44 CY ANIDE CAPSULES 

For use in the M-44 ejector device to control coyotes (Canis 
lalrans), red iox (Vulpes vulpes), gray fox (Uracyan 
cinereoargenlL'lIsl and wild dogs which are: (11 suspected of 
preying upon livestock and poultry; (2) suspected of preying upon 
Federally desigllated Threatened or Endangered species; or, (31 
vectors at cornlllunic<lbte disease. 

ACTIVE INGREDIENT: 
Sodium Cyanide. 

INERT INGREDIENTS:. 
TOTAL: 

.91.06% 
.8.94% 

.100.00% 

KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN 
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STATEMENT OF PRACTICAL TREATMENT 

IF SWALLOWED: CALL A PHYSICIAN OR POISON 
CONTROL CENTER IMMEDIATElY! 

IF SWALLOWED OR INHALED Promrt treatment is of Ihe utmost 
importance. C;nl patiul!! 1(1 Iresh ill(, have him lie down. Patient should 
bre[lth,~ the C(JII1<nlts (lj illl Allljl Nltri!.! peilrl 1 [i-30 secOllds each nlil1u\e if 
I1cce~~iI(y, WIIi1II\',~ peilrls have IJe(;n lis(~d. Use i./rtificial (!spircrti()fl if breCllhic.Jg 

has stlIPI)(:d. RCIIIIlVC cOlltdllllrlalcd clothilllj, but keer 1)<lti8111 wmm. 

CAll A PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATEl Y 1-'" 
IF ON SKIN - ITII:I;,~dli!tdv flllS!l with plenty 01 water. 
IF IN EYES - Inlfl'uJratdy flu"h with plenty of Woter, and call a physiCian. 
SEE LEFT SIDE PANEL FOR ADDITIONAL PRECAUTIONARY 
STATEMENTS 

DIRECTIONS FOR USE 
It is a violation of Federal law to use this product in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling. , 

For use in specific situations to reduce can ids (coyotes, 
red fox, gray fox and wild dogs) that depredate Uvestock 
and poultry or federally designated threatened or 
endangered species or are vectors of communicable 
disease. For use on pastures, range land and forest land 
only. Do not place in areas where food crops are planted. 

IMPORT ANT - Before handling or placing MA4 cyanide 
cilpsulos or M·'l'l ojoctor Jovicos, consult tho Uso 
Restriction Bulletin tor specific use directions, additional 
precautions, information on endangered species, warning 
signs and antidotal measures. 

WARNING SIGNS - Bilingual/SpanishJEnglish) warning 
signs must be posted in the general area and at the 
flpplicatioll site. 
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STORAGE AND DISPOSAL 

STORAGE: Store M-44 cyanide capsules under lock and 
key in a dry place away from food, domestic animals and 
acids. Do not contaminate feed or food stuffs. 

DISPOSAL: Dispose of defective and used M---44 capsules 
by burial in a safe location in the field or at a proper landfill 
site. 

Incineration may be used instead of burial for disposal of 
used capsules. Place capsules in an incinerator or refuse 
hole and attend the burn until the contaminated material is 
completely consumed. If burned, stay out of smoke. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF AGRICULTURE 
ANIMAL AND PI.AN1iHEALTH INSPECTIDN SERVICE 

Riverd"ale, MD 20737 
EPA EsL\No. 56228-ID-l 
EPA Reg\ No. 56228-15 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSIDERATIONS 
(Continued) 

Jaguarundi and Ocelot 

Do not use this product within three miles of occupied 
habitat of the jaguarundi and ocelot in Camero,l, Hidalgo, 
Kleberg, Jim Wells, Kenedy, Star, Willaey, and Zapata 
Counties, Texas. 

Louisiana Black Bear 

Do not use this product within the geographical range of 
the Louisiana black bear near the MissisSippi River in 
Mississippi and in the Atchafalaya and Tensas River 
basins in Louisiana. 

San Joaquin Kit Fox 

Do not use this product with., the range of the San Joaquin 
kit fox in Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Kern, Kings, 
Merced, Monterey, San Benito, San Joaquin, Santa 
Barbara, Santa Clara, Stanislaus. or Tulare Counties, 
California. 

California Condor 

Do not use this product in habitat occupied by the California 
condor in Ventura, Kern, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, and 
San Luis Obispo Counties, California. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-15 
June 2, 1998 

trH9. 7. 1 \~~ 

Use of the M-44 device shall confonn to all applicable Federal, State, and local laws andS~'I ... 15_ ... ~'. 
regulations. 

Applicators shall be subject to such other regulations and restrictions as may be prescribed 
from time-to-time by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Each applicator of the M-44 device shall be trained in: (I) safe handling of the capsules and 
device, (2) proper use of the antidote kit, (3) proper placement of the device, and (4) necessary 
record keeping. 

M-44 devices and sodium cyanide capsules shall not be sold or transferred to, or entrusted to 
the care of any person not supervised or monitored. by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Wildlife Services (WS) program or any agency not working under an WS 
cooperative agreement. 

The M-44 device shall only be used to take wild canid" (I) suspected of preying on livestock 
or poultry; (2) suspected of preying on Federally designated th,oatencd or endangered species, 
or: (3) that are vectors of a communicable disease. 

The M-44 deVIce shall not be used solely to take animals for the value of their fur. 

The ivt-44 device shall onlY he lIseu on or within 7 mi{cs of J ranch unit or allotment \vhere 

losses due to predation by wild canids are occurring ()[ where losses can he rC3snnably 
expected (0 occur based upon recurrent prior experience of predation on the r::lllch unit or 

allotment. Full dOClln1C:l!:ltion ClflivC<.:lnck dcprc(iJtil)!l. including ('\'idence th:lt <;uch losses 
were caused by \vild canids. will be required hefore applications of the i\1-4--l are undertaken. 
This use restriction is not applicable when wild canids are controlled to protect Federally 
designated thre':Hened or cnd,::mgered species or .:lre vectors pf.} communicable disc.1sc. 

8. The M-44 device shall not be used: (I) In areas within national forests or other Federal lands 
set aside for recreational use, (2) areas where exposure to the public and family and pets is 
probable, (3) in prairie dog towns, or, (4) except for the protection of federally designated 
threatened or endangered species, in National and State Parks; National or State Monuments; 
federally designated wilderness areas; and wildlife refuge areas. 

9. The M-44 device shall not be used in areas where federally listed threatened 6; "ndangered 
animal species might be adversely affected. Each applicator shall be issue~ .0. V'p'p, pre~d"Cli . 
by or in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. which dearly ill\l\cates s'!~~ , ; , 
areas. • • ~ ) • • .. , .. 

10. One person other than the individual applicator shall have knowledge of the exact placo~?ni • 
location of all M-44 devices in the field. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules" 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-15 
June 2, 1998 

II. [n areas where more than one governmental agency is authorized to place M·44 devices. the 
agencies shall exchange placement information and other relevant facts to ensure that the 
maximum number of M-44's allowed is not exceeded. 

12. The M-44 device shall not be placed within 200 feet of any lake. stream, or other body of 
water, provided that natural depression areas which catch and hold rainfall only for short 
periods of time shall not be considered "bodies of water" for purposes of this restriction. 

13. The M-44 device shall not be placed in areas where food crops are planted. 

14. The M-44 device shall be placed at least at a 50-foot distance or at such a greater distance 
from any public road or pathway as may be necessary to remove it from the Sight of persons 
and domestic animals using any such public road or pathway. 

IS. The maximum density of M-44's placed in any 100 acre pasture land areas shall not exceed 
10: :ll1U Ihe density in any I square mile of open range shall not exceed 12. 

Iii. )\0 \1-44 device shall be placed within 30 feet ofa livestock carcass used as a draw station. 
No more than four M-44 devices shall be placed per draw station and no more than live draw 
stations shall be operated per square mile. 

17. Supervisors of applicators shall check the records. warning signs. and M-44 devices of each 
appiicator at least once a year to verify that all applicable laws, reguiations. and [('srrictions 
are being strictly lollowed. 

! K. [nch M-44 device shall he Inspected at least once every week, weather pt:rrnittl11~ access. to 

cheCK for interference or unusual conditions and shall be serviced as required. 

19. Damaged or nlmfunctional ,\,1-44 devices ::.hall be removed from the ljelL!. 

2{), /\n \1-44 device sh.Jll he removed fram an Jrea if. after 30 d~y.s, there is 11() ."Ign rhJl :l t.1rgct 
predator has visited the site. 

21. All persons authorized to possess and use sodium cyanide capsules and M-4.J devices shall 
store such capsules and devices under lock and key. 

22. Used sodium cyanide capsules shall be disposed of by deep burial or at a proper land!iII site. 
Incineration may be used instead of burial for disposal. Place the capsules in an incinerator N 

refuse hole and bum until the capsules are completely consumed. Capsules may be incin:;"ated 
using either wood or diesel fuel. 

23. Bilingual warning signs in English and Spanish shall be used in all areas COnId;pj:lg M-44 
devices. All such signs shall be removed when M-44 devices are removed., , : ' , 

a. Main entrances or commonly used access points to areas in which M-44 devices are setsrail' 
be posted with warning signs to alert the public to the toxic nature of the cyanide and to the' 
danger to pets. Signs shall be inspected weekly to ensure their continued presence and e~~ure 
that they are conspicuous and legible. 
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M-44 Cyanide Capsules 
M-44 Use Restrictions 

EPA Registration No. 56228-15 
June 2,1998 

b. An elevated sign shall be placed within 25 feet of each individual M-44 device warning 
persons not to handle the device. 

24. Each authorized or licensed applicator shall carry an antidote kit on his person when placing 
and/or inspecting M-44 devices. The kit shall contain at least six pearls of amyl nitrite and 
instructions on their use. Each authorized or licensed applicator shall also carry on his person 
instructions for obtaining medical assistance in the event of accidental exposure to sodium 
cyanide. 

25. In all areas where the use of the M-44 device is anticipated, local medical people shall be 
notified of the intended use. This notification may be through a poison control center, local 
medical society, the Public Health Service, or directly to a doctor or hospital. They shall be 
advised of the antidotal and first-aid measures required for treatment of cyanide poisoning. It 
shall be the responsibility of the supervisor to perform this function. 

26. Each authorized M-44 applicator shall keep records dealing with the placement of the device 
.Jnd the ft:-:;ult.s of each placcmen!. Such records shall include, hut need not he limited 10: 

a. The number of devices placed. 
b. The location of each device placed. 
e. The date of each placement. as well as the date of each inspection. 
d. The number and location of devices which have been discharged and the apparent 

reason for each discharge. 
~. Species of ammals taken. 
f. All accidents or injuries to humans O[ domestic ;l!1imals. 

I' S. !Jcp:mmcnt (,1' .·\criculturc 
.-\nimal and P\::mt I Iealth Inspection Service 

Riverdale. \10 20737 -1237 
June ~, 1 ()I)~ 
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if" 1oA-44 CYdn1ll, ,~,~. 

Contolns SoJ,um CY;lnllle . - > ,~' ~ 
USDA. APH.S G5S i,S 
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