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Background Information. The registrant, Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc., apparently
anticipated possible groundwater concerns for mesotrione. Therefore, to test their concern and to
avoid possible unfavorable Agency registration response, delay, or imposition ofspecial
requirements/restrictions, such as a precautionary groundwater label advisory, Syngenta
conducted a prospective groundwater (PGW) monitoring study.

PGW studies provide a strong measure of the likelihood of pesticides or their transformation
products leaching to ground water. Syngenta conducted this study on their own initiative, and
without Agency consultation or imposition. From the registrant's perspective, in addition to
allaying any Agency concern for ground water pollution, not having a groundwater advisory on
their product label also apparently provides marketing advantage.

Syngenta conducted their PGW study in Michigan. They submitted two interim reports on the
study previously. EFED discussed the interim reports in our Section 3 assessment. In the
meantime, RD and EFED have met, exchanged e-mail, and had telephone conversations about
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