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Recommendations:

1)

In RCB memo of 1/21/81, a deferral to Toxicology Branch was made
regarding maximum residues of 0.002 ppm of acetonitrile and
acetamide in eggs, milk, meat, fat and meat by-products of cattle,
goats, hogs, horses, poultry and sheep. These food factors
account for 45.25% of the diet.

Toxicology Branch has reviewed the literature on acetonitrile and
acetamide. Toxicology Branch has no toxicological concerns
regarding acetonitrile residues, but acetamide has been shown

to be an animal carcinogen (Weisburger et al, Toxicol. Appl.
Pharmacol. 14, 163-175, 1969) Toxicology Branch requests from
RCB, the maximum residues of acetamide in the above commodities.

‘The journal article has been requested from the EPA 1ibrary.

The proposed course of action by Toxicology Branch is to determine
the TMRC for acetamide and perform a risk assessment from the
carcinogenicity data and determine the oncogenic risk resulting
from the acetamide TMRC. The acceptability of this oncogenic

risk will be deferred to the Administrator and for decision to
either RPAR the pesticide or not.
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