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BEAD would like to report additional information on the use of glyphosate in domestic forestry
applications and in international sites found through research subsequent to issuance of the original
memo (dated June 28, 2002).

BEAD was asked to report on the use of glyphosate in forestry sites since it seemed similar to
the use pattern for coca eradication. However, it is not clear how closely this use approximates that
for coca eradication. Glyphosate is typically applied to forestry sites using helicopters at air speeds
of 50-70 knots (about 60-80 miles per hour). Application to forestry sites by fixed wing aircraft, if
practiced at all, is extremely rare (1). The recommended rate of application for pine release (conifer
release) is 1.5 to 2 pounds active ingredient per acre.

Aerial application to other sites comprises less than one percent of the total amount of glyphosate
applied in the United States (3).

In addition to surfactants, drift control agents may be added to the spray mixture for forestry uses in
an effort to prevent drift to off target sites. BEAD has not investigated the prevalence of use or the
effectiveness of these products.



BEAD estimates total global use of glyphosate to be between 350 and 360 million pounds of
glyphosate per year. Annual use in the United States is approaches 100 million pounds of active
ingredient and an estimated 250 to 260 million pounds of glyphosate is used outside of the United
States. Use of glyphosate in Colombia accounts for between four and five million pounds of this
use. Primary sites in Colombia include coffee, bananas, pasture-land and rice (3).
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