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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

; A2 ,

; M‘y 3 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
z <

% $§

OFFICE OF
PESTICIDES AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES

MAR 2 0 569
MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Review of comments on waiver request from Transbas,
on a Data Call-In for the herbicide metam

m. .
- ,’U ’I"“ N AANA .
FROM: #. AKérman, Branch Chief,
Ecolpgical Effects Branch, EFED
TO: Geraldine Werdig, (PM-50)

Herbicides Branch, RD

We are in receipt of a request from your office to
evaluate the waiver requests from the registrant Transbas,
Inc. for a herbicide, metam sodium. In the response from the
registrant to the DCI, they indicated that the required "data
has already been supplied or is being supplied with this
submission”. Neither statement is true as far as we in EEB
know. Our files do not contain any of the required studies and
we did not receive any studies with this submission package.
Therefore we can neither concur nor deny the waiver requests
from the registrant.
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RECORD NO.
039003
SHAUGHNESSY NO. REVIEW NO.
EEB REVIEW
DATE: IN 1-31-89 DATE: OUT - 3-21-89
FILE OR REG. NO. 039003

PETITION OR EXP. NO.

DATE OF SUBMISSION 12-23-88

DATE RECEIVED BY HED 1-27-89

RD REQUESTED COMPLETION DATE 3-20-89

EEB ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATé 3-20-89

RD ACTION CODE _ 400

TYPE OF PRODUCT(S) : I,D,H,F,N,R,S HERBICIDE

DATA ACCESSION NO(S).

PRODUCT MANAGER (NO.) G. WERDI®¥ (50)

PRODUCT NAME (S) METAM SODIUM d

COMPANY NAME _METAM SODIUM TASKFORCE (TRANSBAS, INC.)

SUBMISSION PURPOSE REGISTRANT RESPONSE CONCERNING DCI

NOTICE OF 7/21/88

SHAUGHNESSY NO. - CHEMICAL & FORMULATION(S) % A.I.
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Transbas

December 02, 1988’

TO: Geraldine W. Werdig, Chief
Data Call In Program ‘
Registration Division (TS~767C)
Office of Pesticide Programs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20460

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Data Call In
Notice for Data on Metam Sodium

Dear Ms. Werdig:

Please find attached our 135 -~ Day Call 1In
Summary Sheets for our Metam Sodium product. EPA
Registration No. 37507-1. We are current members of
the Metam Sodium Task Force and it is through this
consortium we will be submitting the data required by
the data call in notice for Metam Sodium.

Sincerely.,

Randy Bodley

RB/lls

“znshas Ina. - 1525 Lockwood Road - P O. Box 957 - Billings. Montana 59103 - Phone: 406/245-4471
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Requests for waivers for certain data requested under the Data
Call-In Notice dated July 12, 1988 have been made on the 135 day data
call-in summary sheets. The explanations for these requests are made
by cross reference to the footnotes contained on the summary sheets.

FOOTNOTE 1- The technical grade active ingredient is an aqueous
solution.

FOOTNOTE 2- The technical grade active ingredient'is a sodium salt
and has no further ionizable functions.

FOOTNOTE 3- The TGAI and the manufacturing use product are identical.
Therefore the data has already been supplied or is being supplied

with this submission..

FOOTNOTE 4- The necessity of this study can only be assessed after
the plant metabolism of the material is defined. This product is a
soil fumigant, once applied it rapidly breaks down to
methylisothiocyanate (MITC) which acts as the sterilant Crops can
only be planted after the active sterilant is dissipated or the
plants do not survive. Recent plant metabolism studies have shown
that neither metam sodium nor MITC are present as terminal residues
in plant material after being grown in soil treated with metam
sodium. The data clearly indicate that the material is extensively
metabolized and probably enters into the carbon pool.

FOOTNOTE 5- The necessity of this study can only be assessed after
the soil dissipation data required under 164-1 are reviewed.

FOOTNOTE 6- The necessity of this study can only be assessed after
review of the data required by 165-1 are reviewed.

FOOTNOTE 7- The TGAI and the manufacturing use product are identical,
therefore the data has already been supplled or is being supplied

with this submission.

FOOTNOTE 8- As plant metabolism has shown that there is no dietary
exposure to metam sodium, it is unnecessary to conduct chronic or

subchronic feeding studies.

FOOTNOTE 9~ Since 1t is clear that MITC is the material of interest

when addressing worker exposure by the inhalation routs it is
proposed that the inhalation subchronic testing be conducted with

MITC.

FOOTNOTE 10- The necessity of this study can not be assessed until
the questions of dermal and inhalation toxicity are answered.



)
.

FOOTNOTE 11l- The necessity of this study cannot be assessed until the
data required by 72-1 and 72-2 are reviewed.

FOOTNOTE 12- Metam sodium is a soil sterilant, it is quite clear and
expected that severe phytotoxic effects will be manifested until the

sterilant, MITC is dissipated.
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If vou selected option C on the . ¥0-day Data Call In Summary Sheet, check the var: ~ ..
ontions vou selected on the following 135~day summar sheets for carolyinz wlchké;;a
requicements of this Notice. Submit this sheet with the 135-day summary sheets. If oo
selected the same options for all your products, submit only one set of 13S-da. SuT l-\_f\‘

sheers. o

th

—_ -
Name of Reglstrant and EPA Registration No.: 1\(&1\5\3&5 —NC S7EC) -

. - | ; . o
Jate of Data Call-In Notice: wiy 19 1958 of products containing  fYletvn - Sodium
&S an active ingredient. '

Check .
j' Cption(s) |
[ Selectec i

1. I am submitting existing.data for one or more of the data requirements .
identified on the following sheets. a Ccoversheet (Attachment G) is i
attached which summarizes each study submitcted. ;'

(2. I will generate and submit data for one or more of the data requirements
identified cr tiwz follxving sheets. - wiij submit semiannual DrCGTess
reports according to the schedule on the Summary Sheets. These_data will
be generated according to the Pesticide Assessment Guidelines ||,

OECD protocols . Or other protocols .

3. I have entered into an agreement under FIFRA §3(c)(2)(B)(ii) with one or
more other registrants to share the burdens of generating and submitting -
data and progress reports for one or more of the data requirements ident- \/
ified on the following sheets, according to the schedule on those sheets.
A copy of the agreement is attached and the name and addess of the
registrant to submit each test is specified. s

4. I have been unsuccessful in entering into any agreement to develop data
with other registrants. Attached are copies of the offers I have made
regarding one or more of the data requirements on the following sheets.
Also attached is proof of receipt of the offer(s).

3. I enclose a campleted application to amend my registration(s) by deleting
one or more of its currently registered uses. Once this amendment is
approved, I believe the data requirements, identified on the following
sheets, will not apply to my product.

6. I request a waiver from the obligation to arrange to submit data for Sne
or more of the data requirements on the attached sheets because the
active ingredient in my registered pesticide product is a low volume/
minor use chemical. Attached,are supporting documents accorling to
Section III. )

7.1 contend that I am not obliged to comply with this Notice ba=a.ce the
uses of my registered pesticide product(s) are such that, under the ] !
Pesticide Registration Data Requirements regqulation, these data require- .
ments do not apply to my product. Attached is my explanation tocether
with a current and accurate Confidential Statement of Formula for my

Options for camplying with the requirements of this Notice.

pesticide product(s). . Z
L) 245417/ 2y i
o No. + area code Signatgte of Authoflzed Representative

Qn@ B@a//e v

%ignature (Typed or printed)

Address (If different from mailing address)
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MT M, D AN T - /Q_7,g -
MTMCSANDOM CATE 3K

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Material From a Registrant About

1

Studies on Chemical @MCW‘J‘OdI‘U/r\
In Response to Data Call In Notice.

TO: ’ The Files & For Transmittal to Office of Compliance
Monitoring

Attached is a copy of material concerning the generation
of data in response to the Subject 3¢2B notice. Please
disregard any other statements in the attached documents
which do not relate to the specific material checked below.
The attached documents consist of:

Sﬁudies/data involyved

125 Summazy Sheels

$Zf Data Call In Summary Sheet . . -/,

indicating commitments with offias 5( Wavee. Regyesk
[_| Letter commitment to conduct ' |

studies » - ' ' : '

[_| Coversheet identifying the
studies for which commitments
have been received or . _ _
existing studies submitted. . : ' .

|Z| Progress report on studies
underway.

| _| Transmittal letter submitting _
' final report. '

|_| Agency decision on commitments
- to submit-data .

|”| Agency decision on waiver
.requests : ~ :

|_| Agency decision on requests for
‘extension of data for submitting -
data . ] P

[_| Agency decision’ on acceptability
of protocols .

|~| pata call In Notice .

|”| other . . ' : .

ine werdig, 1ef
Data Call In Program



