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Slide 1 - EMTS Release 2.3 User Group Meeting 

 
 

[Scott Christian - EPA] Welcome to the EMTS 2.3 release user’s group meeting.   
This is EPA’s first user’s group meeting. 
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Slide 2 - Agenda 

 
 

What we're planning on doing today is just talking about this upcoming release.   
The release is set for mid-April.   
The agenda today, we’re going to go over:  the EMTS web application, what changes we've made 
since our last release, what changes we're making to reports, and then we've also done a bunch of 
performance enhancements in this  release that you won't necessarily see, but you'll probably feel, 
and then after that we'll have questions.   
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Slide 3 - Introduction 

 
 

So this presentation is only for EMTS release 2.3.   
The release 2.3 is scheduled for mid-April as I said.  And like I said, please ask any questions 
using the chat feature and in the chat window.   
And as a reminder, that this Friday, EMTS submissions can only contain one RIN year in each 
submission.   
This is a QA check that we postponed from December that was in release 2.2, but we released it 
just because some folks couldn't make the change.   
So just want to let everybody know as a reminder, March 15th is the date for that.   
Back up to the first bullet of the slide, this presentation is only going to be about EMTS 2.3.   
If you have any questions about any rulemakings we're making right now or anything of that 
nature, please go to those rulemakings, and make your comments there.   
This is not the forum; this is strictly an EMTS forum and strictly an EMTS 2.3.   
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So with that, I'm going to hand the slides over to our SRA contractors who have done a lot of work 
on this release. 
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Slide 4 - EMTS Web Application 

 
 

[Derek Zuk - SRA] Okay, so we'll start with the changes and improvements that are being made to 
the EMTS web application.   
The first is that users can now search for originating source from the RIN Holdings History page.   
What this means is that if you specify the originating source in a transaction, that is the originating 
organization, originating facility, or batch number, you'll be able to search for those transactions 
from the RIN Holdings History page.   
This search is only for transactions where the originating source was specified.  
So if you didn't specify that information, those transactions wouldn't appear if you search for them, 
using the new search criteria.   
Another change, this was actually put in the 2.2 release you might have noticed, is transactions 
receive a transaction status code of 12 while they're being removed from the transaction bin.   
So users who maybe were trying to remove a large transaction is when you might have noticed 
would briefly see this new transaction status code while the RINs are being removed from the bin.   
And we are now displaying the company name and company ID on EMTS notifications.   
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This issue arose because users who are associated with multiple companies would receive 
notifications and not know which company the notifications referred to.   
So now we simply are posting the company ID and company name on all EMTS notifications, so 
there won't be that confusion. 
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Slide 5 - EMTS Web Application (Cont) 

 
 

And to continue, we made a change to the blocked list.   
Basically, if a producer generated RINs at any time, you'll be able to add this producer or facility to 
the blocked list even if they are unregistered.   
So again, any company or facility that generated RINs in the EMTS application will be blockable 
even if they are no longer registered in the system.   
And the last big change to the web application is that the foreign producer information is now going 
to be visible on a number of different pages.   
This change is in regards to the visibility of the foreign producer and foreign facility.   
In situations where there was a foreign producer of renewable fuel and a domestic importer who 
generated RINs for that renewable fuel, you'll now be able to see the foreign producer organization 
name and company ID, and the foreign production facility information for the imported batch of 
RINs on the listed pages.   
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So that’s the RIN Batch Details page, View RIN Holdings Details page, View Expired RIN Holdings, 
the Sell Transaction Details, View Buy Transaction Details, View Separate Transaction Details, 
and View Retired Transaction Details. 
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Slide 6 - EMTS Reports 

 
 

[Thomas Hudson - SRA] Continuing with the last change with being able to see the foreign 
producer of the fuel; that information is also going to be available on some of the reports that 
EMTS produces.   
The reports are going to be -- will include Transaction Status, Monthly Transaction History, 
Pending Trade Details, RIN Batches, and Transaction History.   
You can go to the EMTS documents page and download the new schema that includes these 
fields and the document descriptions, which will show you where those fields are going to be in the 
CSV files.   
And that information should allow you to process these documents and get to the new fields that 
have been included in them.   
We have also made a change that's more of a standardization.   
All EMTS reports that show the trading partner's company name will be showing the name that 
was submitted in the XML file.   
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There were a couple of reports we had that were actually pulling the registered name the company 
had based on company ID.   
But now our reports are showing what was submitted.   
Additionally, the RIN batches report, which has been available on a weekly subscription, is now 
also going to be available for a daily subscription.   
You can change that subscription frequency in your Manage Documents page.   
[Nat Rogers - SRA] Manage Subscriptions page. 
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] Manage Subscriptions page -- yeah.   
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Slide 7 - EMTS Performance Enhancements 

 
 

The other major group of work that we did was some performance enhancements.   
We identified a number of EMTS transactions that were taking significant amounts of time, and we 
have put some effort into reducing the amount of time these transactions take.   
Primarily, you will see a difference with these when you're dealing with transactions that include a 
large number of RINs.   
It probably won't be noticeable for really small numbers.   
We have --we focused on the adding and removing transactions from the transaction bin.   
The changes that apply to adding to the transaction bin will also affect XML submission, so 
hopefully those will also process through more quickly, accepting and cancelling trades, and the 
last one is the concurrent processing for transactions for the same RINs.   
We had seen a number of instances over the lifetime of EMTS where we're having conflicts based 
on getting multiple transactions that are attempting to work with the same RINs at the same time.   
So we put some protections in to kind of smooth out that process and make those process through 
more quickly.   
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And we have also added a number of utilities and things like that to help our support staff more 
easily troubleshoot issues, and hopefully give a faster response time back. 
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Slide 8 - Questions 

 
 

[Scott Christian – EPA] The first question that was asked is, "Are we going to have an outage 
before this and a period when you can't submit because we're doing work on the system."   
The answer is yes. We will have an outage. The exact date in mid-April has not been confirmed 
yet. As soon as we know that date, we will send that information out.   
As for SRA, the first question that we have for you and it's not in order of how these were sent in, 
but just try to make them in a logical order for the presentation is, Mickey Ley put in, "What is the 
difference between the submission failed 13 and submission failed 7 codes?" 
[Nat Rogers – SRA] Scott, just going to back up one second on the shut-down question because I 
think that one was related to the new QA check going live. And that will not require a shut-down or 
a restart, anything like that.  That's just a script, so there'll be no interruption in service this Friday 
when we enable that QA check.   
[Scott Christian – EPA] Great, thanks.   
[Nat Rogers – SRA] Just to be clear about that. 
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[Thomas Hudson – SRA] All right, I can take the status code 7 and 13. So the difference between 
status code 7 and 13 is what failed. Since you can submit a submission with multiple transactions 
and if any transaction fails the entire submission fails. The status code 7 indicates that that 
particular transaction had an issue, that meant that it could not process. The status code 13 means 
that that transaction didn't have an issue that would have stopped it from processing, but that the 
submission that it's associated with failed.  
So it's just -- just -- primarily it was put in for -- to make life a little easier for support and 
troubleshooting things so that they can more easily tell whether or not a particular transaction was 
processed in the database. That really is the difference between the two. It's just that both of them 
mean that transaction did not process. The 7 indicates there was a problem with that particular 
transaction.   
[Scott Christian – EPA] Next question, which is somewhat related, is “will there be any changes to 
the XML submission file column headers?" The answer is not in this release. We're not doing a 
schema change.   
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] This release has no change to the schema that is used to submit 
transactions to EMTS. 
[Scott Christian – EPA] Following up on that, on another schema question that we got from Bob 
Anderson, which is the EMTS documents page shows schema 2.2 from February 2013; is there a 
new schema for version 2.3? 
 [Thomas Hudson – SRA] We apologize for the confusion on that particular one. The 2.2 is the 
version of the schema, it is -- which is not the same number as EMTS, but the 2.2 version of the 
schema goes with the 2.3 release of EMTS.   
[Scott Christian – EPA] Will the fields that are added to the reports be added at the end of the 
reports? 
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] No. No, they're not at the end of the report. Those fields are associated 
with some other fields that were already in the report so they were replaced by those fields.   
[Nat Rogers – SRA] The document that would show where the placement of those columns are, is 
the EMTS Document Descriptions v2.3 Excel file on the EMTS documents page. And there was 
just a chat message sent out to everybody with a link to that webpage where you can find that 
document. And that'll show you exactly in which reports those new fields exist and where they will 
be in those reports.  We're talking the CSV reports. 
[Scott Christian – EPA] And the next question before we get to feature enhancements and I believe 
I got all the ones that were not feature enhancements but -- is under the review trades in the export 
to Excel option would all view details, data fields be included in the exports, i.e. transfer date, PTD, 
number? 
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] You mean on the web app when they -- assuming they mean on the web 
app when they export the grid? 
[Nat Rogers – SRA] We haven't made any changes there, right? 
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] No, we haven't made any changes to that.   
[Nat Rogers – SRA] That's not changing whatever it does now; it's continuing to do the same thing. 
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[Thomas Hudson – SRA] Yeah. And that's a standard functionality. That's not something that we 
did either, that's just a regular control on that grid.   
[Scott Christian – EPA] And just to let you know we have a couple of feature requests; one is about 
cancelling multiple transactions at the same time and the other is to include the PTD field in 
pending transactions; both the incoming and outgoing screens. We'll put those out and 
communicate with the users.  
Actually, we just had another question come in, which is asking about the March 15th change. "Will 
you please clarify the March 15th change and one RIN year allowed per submission? Does that 
mean that if a company's transferring 2012 D-6 RINs and 2013 D-6 RINs to a trading partner, they 
must separate two separate uploads using conversion to Excel template?" Correct me if I'm wrong, 
but the answer's yes, right? It must be two separate trans... 
[Thomas Hudson – SRA] Yes. 
[Scott Christian – EPA] As to why we're doing this, it's a performance enhancement. In the long run 
it'll make the database that much faster and we can process the greater number of transactions 
that we are facing each year. 
[Nat Rogers – SRA] When should we be expecting the next major schema change to EMTS? 
[Scott Christian – EPA] We will post that and communicate that when we've developed it. At this 
time, we don't have an answer for that. But we will definitely be communicating that as early as 
possible.   
Yes, to answer Mr. Jones' question about will we have EMTS more than a month's notice, we're 
working to get more communication. This is why this is the first of these type of calls is to have that 
out there as well as putting it on our website. And we're striving to give earlier information. And at 
the next release we will have another one of these.   
So with that, thank you all very much for your time.  I do appreciate you guys coming.   
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