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How can PCBs affect health?

The risk of health effects from any chemical, including PCBs, depends on
the amount of chemical exposure. The amount of exposure depends on the
concentration of the chemical and the length of exposure. It also depends on
individual characteristics, such as a person’s age at the time of exposure. All
Americans are exposed to PCBs and have low levels of PCBs in their bodies.

Studies of industrial workers exposed to PCBs identified several health
effects. Animal studies identified many health effects from exposure to PCBs,
including reproductive problems and cancer. Typical exposures associated
with PCBs in Hudson River fish, floodplain soil, air and water are unlikely to
result in PCB doses as high as those that caused health effects in workers
and animals. However, some studies of people in the general population

of the U.S. and other countries suggest the possibility that lower levels of
exposure, primarily from diet, also may cause health effects.

More information is available at these web sites:

1. Hudson River Dredging Data
www.hudsondredgingdata.com

2. New York State Department of Health Hudson River Information
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/hudson_river

3. Concerns About Surface Water as a Drinking Water Source
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/surface_water_fact_sheet.htm

4. Fish Advisories for the Hudson River
www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/docs/hudson_river.pdf

5. PCBs and the Upper Hudson River Floodplain
www.epa.gov/hudson/floodplains.htm

6. Home Water Treatment Devices: The National Sanitation Foundation
www.nsf.org/consumer/drinking_water/dw_treatment.asp?program=WaterTre

7. Frequently Asked Questions about PCBs: The Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry
www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tf.asp?id=140&tid=26

8. Community Advisory Group: Hudson River PCBs Superfund Site
www.hudsoncag.ene.com/default.ntm

9. GE: The Hudson River Dredging Project
www.hudsondredging.com/

For additional information, contact the New York State Department of Health
at 518-402-7530 or (800) 458-1158 or ceheduc@health.ny.gov.

New York State Department of Health ~ April 2011
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Protecting Public Health
During the Hudson River PCB
Dredging Project in 2011

Some people are concerned
about whether the dredging
project will affect their public
drinking water or increase their
exposure to PCBs.

In 2008, the New York State
Department of Health (NYSDOH)
collected PCB samples at nine public
drinking water supplies along the
Hudson River to provide information
about PCB levels before dredging. In
2009, the NYSDOH compared samples
taken before dredging to samples
taken during dredging. No changes
were seen in the Lower Hudson and all
samples met drinking water standards
for PCBs. NYSDOH will continue
monitoring in 2011 during this next
phase of dredging (Phase 2) to ensure
that public water systems meet the
drinking water standards for PCBs. If
needed, plans are in place to protect
public water supplies.

This brochure provides more
information about PCBs and the public
drinking water supplies along the
Hudson River.




Protecting Drinking Water Supplies During General Electric PCB Dredging
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The New York State Department of Health is (Upstream of General Electric PCB dredging)
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installed and operated PCB treatment system.

Other water supply systems will take action if 7
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and, if needed, activities will be modified.

River and drinking water will be monitored.
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/ treatment system to remove PCBs.
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Edward
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Between Hudson River mile Albany s
marker 191.5 and 194.
.' GREEN ISLAND VILLAGE AND
i BETHLEHEM WATER DISTRICT 1-CLAPPER ROAD
River and drinking water will be monitored at
[ Phase 2 Dredging Area ( Green Island during dredging. Green Island has an
alternate water source, if needed. The Bethlehem
. supply is primarily for non-residential use.

LOWER RIVER - FROM RHINEBECK TO CASTLE POINT (INCLUDING POUGHKEEPSIE)

It is unlikely that the lower river will see higher contaminant levels because of distance from
dredging and dilution as water travels down the river. Monitoring data from Phase | showed
this to be true. Water will be monitored at Rhinebeck, Port Ewen and Poughkeepsie supplies.
If a problem is found in the upper river, changes will occur that protect the lower river.
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POUGHKEEPSIE CITY/TOWN TREATMENT PLANT

@ Poughkeepsie

HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT

17 = 8 miles

75 New York State Department of Health

The New York State Department

of Health (NYSDOH) monitoring of
public water supplies complements
General Electric in-river monitoring
at Thompson Island Dam,
Schuylerville, Stillwater, Waterford,
Albany, and Poughkeepsie. General
Electric provides these results to
the US Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA), the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) and
NYSDOH (see 1. under More
Information, back page).
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