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VIA CERTIFIED MAIL/RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

July 27, 2011

Mr. Stephen Hoffman

US Environmental Protection Agency
Two Potomac Yard

2733 S. Crystal Drive

5™ Floor, N-237

Arlington, VA 22202-2733

RE: Plan for Addressing Recommendations in Site Assessment Report
Kentucky Utilities Company
Tyrone Station Ash Pond

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

This is a response on behalf of Kentucky Utilities Company (KU) to EPA’s June 27, 2011 letter
requesting KU to inform you of our plans to address the recommendations in EPA’s site assessment
report for the Tyrone Station Ash Pond. Specifically, this response covers how KU intends to address
the recommendations made by EPA’s engineering contractor, AMEC, as a result of a site assessment
conducted at the Tyrone facility on August 3, 2010. The attached (Table 1) restates AMEC’s
recommendations (in italics) and KU’s specific plans and schedules for implementing each of the
recommendations.

In conducting their assessment, AMEC utilized guidelines issued by the Mine Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA). However, the MSHA guidelines are aimed at coal slurry ponds found at
mine sites rather than the CCR impoundments found at a power plant. The MSHA guidelines are not
legally applicable to our impoundments and differ substantially from the regulations that are
applicable to our facilities. As you know, over the past two years EPA has assessed impoundments at
several other facilities owned by KU or its affiliates. None of the EPA contractors conducting the
assessments of our facilities used MSHA guidelines. In fact, of the dozens of assessments of power
plant impoundments that EPA has conducted across the nation, we are unaware of any EPA contractor,
other than AMEC, using MSHA guidelines. Consequently, we object to the use of MSHA guidelines
for the assessments of our facilities because they are inappropriate from a technical standpoint, legally
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inapplicable and inconsistent with past EPA practice. In the present situation where EPA is
conducting nation-wide assessments to determine whether CCR impoundments pose any significant
risk to the public, it is particularly inappropriate for EPA to apply differing standards depending on the
EPA contractor that conducts the assessment.

KU will continue to comply with applicable regulations and take necessary actions to ensure the
structural integrity of our CCR impoundments. We believe the Tyrone Ash Pond is in satisfactory
condition and in compliance with all applicable Kentucky dam safety regulations.

Please contact the following individuals if you have any questions regarding this response.

Primary: David Millay at (502) 627-2468 or David.Millay@lge-ku.com
Secondary: Michael Winkler at (502) 627-2338 or Michael. Winkler@lge-ku.com

Sincerely,

/ f / Z}Q
" /{ Z)/(? ' 77 ’
>

Attachment:
Table 1 - KU Response to EPA Contractor Recommendations for Tyrone Station Ash Pond
Cc: David Millay, LG&E and KU Services

Michael Winkler, LG&E and KU Services
Gary Wells, Kentucky Division of Water
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