October 3, 2008 RECE) VED

Wayne Nastri

Regional Administrator 0CT 2 2008
USEPA REGION IX AIR DIvig
75 Hawthorne Street U.S. EPA, REé?ONN 9

San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
Dear Administrator Nastri:

This letter is in response to the USEPA’s recent proposal, dated August 21, 2008,
to designate the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Reservation as non-attainment
for the 2006 PM2.5 air quality standard. This information is provided by the Tribal
Environmental Department’s Air Quality Staff for your consideration to possibly
designate the Torres Martinez Reservation as unclassifiable for the 2006 PM2.5 air
quality standard.

Several concerns are brought to light in this comment letter in response to the
EPA Technical Analysis for Imperial County in regards to available PM2.5 air quality
data for the years 2005, 2006, and 2007; which are the 3 years that the USEPA is using to
determine designations. More information about the Torres Martinez Reservation,
discussed in the EPA’s Technical Analysis in the designation proposal letter, is also
provided in this letter to clearly show that available air quality data, the population
density and degree of urbanization, geography, and area jurisdictions factors do not
accurately reflect the true nature of the Torres Martinez Reservation to determine that the
entire reservation be in non-attainment for PM2.5. Comments on four of these individual
factors outlined in the EPA’S proposal for designation letter are as follows.

AIR QUALITY DATA-The emissions data used by the USEPA to determine non-
attainment status for the Reservation was based mainly from the Calexico Ethel St., CA
air monitoring site in Imperial County. This air-monitoring site is approximately 85
miles from the Headquarters of the Torres Martinez Tribe. It is the opinion of Torres
Martinez Air Program Staff that the South Coast Air Quality Management District site in
Indio, in Riverside County California, which is located just about 13 miles from Tribal
Headquarters, would be a more appropriate PM2.5 database to draw conclusions on



attainment designations. The Torres Martinez Air monitoring station does not have a
PM2.5 analyzer and has not monitored for PM2.5. This should be enough for a non-
classifiable determination for PM2.5 designation for the Torres Martinez Tribe. Although
the SCAQMD air monitoring station is no longer monitoring for PM2.5, data collected
from 2004-2006 clearly shows PM2.5 standards attained but also attained at a much
closer location to the Torres Martinez Headquarters than the USEPA’s choice for the
Ethel St. Calexico, CA air-monitoring site. Maps and directions are attached to show
this. Also attached is the 2005 to 2007 data tables and 2004 to 2006 data charts of PM2.5
data from the SCAQMD’s Indio, California air monitoring station. This data clearly
shows that in the three years of PM2.5 monitoring, concentrations much closer to the
jurisdictional boundaries of the Torres Martinez Reservation (TMDCI) are in attainment,
as compared to the PM2.5 data from the Ethel St. Calexico, CA station, according to the
USEPA Factor 2: Air quality Data, which it is using in its proposal.

POPULATION DENSITY AND URBANIZATION-The Torres Martinez Tribal
Environmental Department agrees with the USEPA that this factor argues for a partial
county designation in Imperial County. A closer look at jurisdictional boundaries of the
Torres Martinez Tribe shows that the USEPA’s basis for proposing the non-attainment
designation for the entire TMDCI Reservation is misguided. The USEPA”s designation
proposal information factors shows Imperial County as the main area of the designation
decision. Land maps will show that only about 1/3 of the entire reservation is inside
Imperial County. And of that 1/3, about 1/3 has been inundated by the Salton Sea and
about 40% of the entire Imperial County Portion of the Reservation is located in the
Santa Rosa Mountains and is entirely undeveloped and uninhabited. So the degree that
the area used by the USEPA in determining PM2.5 designations does not reflect the
entirety of the TMDCI reservation. So the Torres Martinez Environmental Department
agrees with CARB’s partial- county designation proposal or a non-classifiable
designation for the Reservation A land map of the TMDCI boundaries is attached.

GEOGRAPHY-The Torres Martinez Reservation is located in the Eastern Coachella
Valley, Riverside County, not the Imperial Valley, as the USEPA’s designation proposal
factors illustrate; although this entire area is designated the Salton Sea Air Basin. Some
NOAA HYSPLIT trajectories are attached to show a greater variability to local
meteorological trajectories, from 3 monitoring sites: Indio, Torres-Martinez and the
Imperial County Westmoreland site, than the USEPA provided in its proposal for
designation letter. In the opinion of the Torres Martinez Staff these monitoring sites are
closest in proximity to the area of concern the USEPA is using in its proposal for non-
attainment letter.

JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES (existing PM and ozone areas)-As stated
previously, the majority of Reservation lands are within Riverside County, not in

Imperial County. While jurisdictional boundaries facilitate planning and organizational
structure for air quality mitigation, it is the opinion of the Torres Martinez Environmental
Department that NAAQS pollutants be considered on a one by one basis and not grouped
with other pollutants for designation proposals. As the attached data from SCAQMD air
monitoring site in Indio, CA, for the three years used for the PM2.5 monitoring shows, it



does not seem the 98% of PM2.5 concentrations measured and averaged in this 3-year
period, exceed 35 ug/m3. Again this monitoring site is less than one-sixth the distance of
the main air monitoring sampling location on Ethel St., Calexico, CA, which the USEPA
is using for there proposal.

HYSPLIT trajectory configurations for dates with highest PM2.5 concentrations
for the years 2004, 2005, and 2006 are also provided for your review.

In conclusion, the Torres Martinez Environmental Department questions the
analysis the USEPA used in its Technical Analysis for Imperial County on proposing to
designate the Tribe as non-attainment for the PM2.5 standard. This comment letter is
provided to expand the EPA’s information base about the Torres Martinez Tribe so it can
make a more informed decision as to the designation proposal to non-attainment for
PM2.5. At best, after taking into consideration the analysis factors above, the USEPA
will alter its proposal for the Torres Martinez Tribe as un-classifiable. Especially in the
consideration that there is no PM2.5 data from the Reservation and the next closest air-
station that provided data for PM2.5 is not even being considered in the EPA’s proposal.

If you have any questions or comments to be addressed to the Torres Martinez
Indians or the Tribal Environmental Department, don’t hesitate to call Jonathan Chapman
at 760.397.0300 extension 1224 or Alberto Ramirez at 760.397.0300 extension 1225.
The Torres Martinez Tribal Environmental Department will be available anytime during
normal working hours to consider any comments or questions the USEPA will have
concerning the proposal to designate the Reservation as non-attainment for PM2.5.

Sincerely,

Jonee. Zip.

Jonathan Chapman
Air Quality Specialist, TMDCI

Enclosure

Cc: Colleen McKaughan
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. . My Not
£7 Live Search Maps yRves

A: 66725 Martinez Rd, Thermal, CA 92274-9007
B: 46990 Jackson St, Indio, CA 92201-6042
Trip: 13.1 mi, 19 min

® FREE! Use Live Search 411 to find
I movies, businesses & more: 800-CALL-411,

u 66725 Martinez Rd, Thermal, CA 92274-9007 A-B: 13191 nr:n‘r:

1. Depart Martinez Rd 0.5 mi

¢= 2. Tumn left onto 66th Ave - 1.5mi

=p 3. Turn right onto SR-86 9.3 mi
Pass VALERO on the right in 7.6 mi

w 4. Keep straight onto I1-10 Bus North / Indio Blvd 0.7 mi

t' 5. Turn left onto Van Buren St, and then immediately turn right onto 1.1 mi

Doctor Carreon Blvd

u 6. Arrive at 46990 Jackson St
The last intersection is Bristol St
If you reach Jackson St, you've gone too far

http://maps.live.com/print.aspx ?mkt=en-us&z=12&s=r&cp=pm59pw59;j5js&pt=pf&rs=v8%2cw33.56209... 9/29/2008
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A 66725 Martinez Rd, Thermal, CA 92274-9007
B: Calexico, CA

Trip: 85.3 mi, 1 hr 20 min

& FREE! Use Live Search 411 to find
"l movies, businesses 2 more: 800-CALL-411,

n 66725 Martinez Rd, Thermal, CA 92274-9007 A-B: 85.3 mi
1 hr 19 min

1. Depart Martinez Rd 0.5 mi

=) 2. Turn right onto 66th Ave 3.6 mi
ap 3. Turn right onto SR-86 Spur South 7.6 mi
1 4. Keep straight onto SR-86 South 52.7 mi
50 min

’ 5. Turn right to stay on SR-111 South 21.0 mi

u 6. Arrive at Calexico, CA
The last intersection is SR-98 / W Birch St
If you reach Roosevelt St, you've gone too far

M i | £ rch Terms of Use and for informational purposes only. No guarantee 1s made regarding their completenes
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. tiial conditiane 6 diffar fram
iracy. Construction projects, traffic, or other events may cause actual conditic o d



e —————————————————————— e

Print - Maps

Trip: 85.3 rm, 1 hr 20 min

m FUSTUS ¥ (AT TET
Virtual Ea T ‘ Friad Liver Wash - Styx
weimo Viewmtaing 'jl Al N ° Cox
Paim Springsa Thousand Paims Hevie Vieuntsins |‘_’1 Migiand ¢
i Jadebs @ Rancho Mirage Big Wash ¢ PaknDrylake Pien Jnea
Valle Vista Cathedral City ° s 1
.m“‘ o °It"|rlmlu \ ndio « oftonw pad Fagle Mountains  / Desernt
? Palm Dese J\‘h Mountzing ! ‘ e
]
La Quinia
IT Circtiiln C huckwally m
AN Iﬁ| Codl Mountains Mountains
|3"| M willa
; santa Rasa Mountains
Agua : Sania Rosa
Tibia Mountains "
derness Wilderress S " ot

Arza-Borego Desert State Park

i[ Wamar ’
— La Jolla SPrings Borrego :
IR P Sorings 1,
' sy Nilanc o
y 3 ooy ¢,
F Santa ‘a2 p
Ysabal @
condido 5 San Felip® iparia ' 78
Julian m a
.Rmna 3 |E| Vallecito
El Mountains
e ﬁmmom
= Capitan \
|" | 4 (;r.-n de |79 Algodones Dunes
il i I vl v
Mountains
*&Dﬁwna Pﬂa\o’ulay ‘H!Mﬁe
ol vaahnd National Forest o I Yums 1.( 1
| J IR
(31 » - a
folley Bouevard ‘_l___---"""-lm:ug:dnm‘ Ta
% % Campo LT e i A B Diaguinos® i -‘
ula Vista |94 '_E _____________ B P’ng’mw Ejpdo Yucatan, Paredones, i o _ Somen
T e m_s.m I F! Observatono Ei Pysrt Eydo Tabasco, 39
El Alamo Ranchala |, = = * m £)do Michaasan de © Batagues | E, ‘r(
T*ﬂn' Bonio, Pueria unkas, < Thoe Rovia Hacricera St OCAFI'\DBS e J‘%
s ia Presa Buena Vista Rancha o] . i e \ E'da Jiquilpan éo """ S
° .’.‘ qu'ummc-.‘hm" Valle Picachas  Picachos ; deoVemruerm‘l é} L Gralita Sy
MaCnz  vallecitos Rotresito, Neji,  Tres Pozos,  Oro Blanco ; : *Fieio Hidalgn o
tosariio Pitas N t _ IR f Cooma  eidalsita
Tatax ek ka - 2 -E'p"'h Runcha EtMesiule, Tmejs el Fino =3 15 v - 5 gmmsﬁﬂﬂmm"
This map is based on the map view in the browser window when you clicked Print
A: 66725 Martinez Rd, Thermal, CA 92274-9007 B: Calexico, CA
Microsoft” Microsoft®
Virtual Earth™ Virtual Earth™ Bang iy
B e, &
& "dez st
. 1
Martinez TR 'g G ATy
=
=
& £
Vemardo Dr g
| [ Vega St
T g
a
% : 3
%_ Hacenda Dr | % ) E
m DR Kincaid St
2 >
<
g Q0
< g
2
o s g
] =
) 5
m Z
oy L e
<<
@ 2008 Navteq 'y Roosevelt St @ 2008 Navteq
® 2008 Microsoft 2 3 Heber ' oomst @ 2008 Mcrosoft

http://maps live.com/print.aspx?mkt=en-us&z=9& s=r&cp=phmspgSbdzzv& pt=pf&rs=v8%2cw33.56209...

Page 2 of 2

10/7/2008




e —— e

Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants | AirData | US EPA Page 1 of 3

AirData - Monitor Valus Report Criteria Air Pollutants

ierated on Wednesda )ictober ¢

AirData

Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants

Geographic Area: California
Pollutant: Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter
Year: 2007

EPA Air Quality Standards:
Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter: 35 pg/m3 (24-Hour Average), 15.0 pg/m3 (annual mean)

Hg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
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Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants | AirData | US EPA

'Francisco
Hazelton-
75 119 52.0 50.0 48.0 47.5 48.0 1| 12.91 0 1 060771002 Hd,
j 41 | - _ I Stockton
Total : { l 44 ! 24
<|Page30f4 >|  Select page: 1. 6ol All Pages About pages

Export this report to a text file

Create comma-delimited or tab-delimited values, compatible with PC spreadsheets and databases.

Comma | Tab | About exporting

Page 3 of 3

Francisco

Stockton

Disclaimer: AirData reports are produced from a monthly extract of EPA's air pollution database, AQS.
Data for this report were extracted on September 27, 2008. They represent the best information available

to EPA from state agencies on that date. However, some values may be absent due to incomplete

reporting, and some values subsequently may be changed due to quality assurance activities. The AQS
database is updated daily by state and local organizations who own and submit the data. Please contact

the pertinent state agency to report errors.

Readers are cautioned not to infer a qualitative ranking order of geographic areas based on AirData

reports. Air pollution levels measured in the vicinity of a particular monitoring site may not be

representative of the prevailing air quality of a county or urban area. Pollutants emitted from a particular
source may have little impact on the immediate geographic area, and the amount of pollutants emitted

does not indicate whether the source is complying with applicable regulations.

http://iaspub.epa.gov/airsdata/ ADAQS.monvals?geotype=st&geocode=C A& geoinfo=st%7ECA%TECalif..

10/8/2008



Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants | AirData | US EPA

AirData
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Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants

Page 1 of 3

Geographic Area: California
Pollutant: Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter

Year: 2006

EPA Air Quality Standards:
Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter: 35 pg/m3 (24-Hour Average), 15.0 pg/m3 (annual mean)

pg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
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Export this report to a text file

Create comma-delimited or tab-delimited values, compatible with PC spreadsheets and databases.

Comma ] Tab About exporting

Disclaimer: AirData reports are produced from a monthly extract of EPA's air pollution database, AQS.
Data for this report were extracted on September 27, 2008. They represent the best information available
to EPA from state agencies on that date. However, some values may be absent due to incomplete
reporting, and some values subsequently may be changed due to quality assurance activities. The AQS
database is updated daily by state and local organizations who own and submit the data. Please contact
the pertinent state agency to report errors.

Readers are cautioned not to infer a qualitative ranking order of geographic areas based on AirData
reports. Air pollution levels measured in the vicinity of a particular monitoring site may not be
representative of the prevailing air quality of a county or urban area. Pollutants emitted from a particular
source may have little impact on the immediate geographic area, and the amount of pollutants emitted
does not indicate whether the source is complying with applicable regulations.
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AirData

Monitor Values Report - Criteria Air Pollutants

Geographic Area: California
Pollutant: Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter
Year: 2005

EPA Air Quality Standards:
Particles < 2.5 micrometers diameter: 35 ug/m3 (24-Hour Average), 15.0 ug/m3 (annual mean)

Hg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter
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Disclaimer: AirData reports are produced from a monthly extract of EPA's air pollution database, AQS.
Data for this report were extracted on September 27, 2008. They represent the best information available
to EPA from state agencies on that date. However, some values may be absent due to incomplete
reporting, and some values subsequently may be changed due to quality assurance activities. The AQS
database is updated daily by state and local organizations who own and submit the data. Please contact
the pertinent state agency to report errors.

Readers are cautioned not to infer a qualitative ranking order of geographic areas based on AirData
reports. Air pollution levels measured in the vicinity of a particular monitoring site may not be
representative of the prevailing air quality of a county or urban area. Pollutants emitted from a particular
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does not indicate whether the source is complying with applicable regulations.
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| _PM10TotalCarbon |  PM10Potassium | PMiOLead | |
_

Go to: Daa Statistics Home Page Weekly Listing Start Page

http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/php_files/agdphp/graphweeklyc.php
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