THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Execurive DEPARTMENT

STATE HOUSE ® BOSTON 02133
/

(617) 725-4000

DEVAL L. PATRICK

GOVERNOR

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY | December 18, 2007

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Robert W. Varney

Regional Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1
One Congress Street

Boston, MA 02114-2023

Dear Mr. Varney:

In response to your June 18, 2007 request, | am writing to
recommend that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
designate Massachusetts as “attainment” for the revised 24-hour fine
particulate matter National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS).
This recommendation is based on 2004-2006 air monitoring data for
Massachusetts (see Attachment).

While Massachusetts does not violate the fine particulate
matter standard, our citizens are still vulnerable to the health effects
of particulate matter at the concentrations currently measured on
many days in Massachusetts and across the region. Particulate
matter also contributes to acid rain and haze problems. Therefore,
Massachusetts will continue to aggressively control its sources of fine
particulate matter into the future through a variety of programs. | also
urge EPA to work with upwind non-attainment areas in reducing their
fine particulate matter emissions, to both protect their citizens and to
minimize transport of particulate matter pollution across the region.

If you require further information in support of this
recommendation, please contact Commissioner Laurie Burt at the
Department of Environmental Protection (617-292-5856). An
electronic copy of this material also is being provided to your staff.

@ PRINTED 0N RECYCLED PAPER



Robert W. Varney
December 18, 2007
Page Two

| look forward to continuing to work with you to improve
environmental quality in Massachusetts.
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